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THE GOOD NEWS

May - June, 2026

WEEKLY SCHEDULE A WORD FROM THE RECTOR
SUNDAY

A Season of Growth at
8:00 a.m. — Holy Eucharist, Rite |

J
9:00 a.m. — Christian Formation. St JOhn S
10:00 a.m. — Holy Eucharist, Rite

Il (In-Person and Livestream) “We are not simply maintaining a
parish—we are participating in the
MONDAY expansion of the Kingdom of God.”
5:30 p.m. — AA. Parish Hall
Dear Friends,
TUESDAY
5:30 p.m. Scouts Parish Hall Coming up on a year with St. John’s | have been blown away by
where we are as a parish, and | am filled with a deep sense of
WEDNESDAY gratitude and hope. It is clear to me that we are living in a
10: a.m. Bible Study meaningful season — an era marked by spiritual growth,
7:00 p.m. — Choir Rehearsal. increasing participation, and the steady renewal of our physical
church home. This is very different than the national experience
THURSDAY of the Episcopal church and we are living in an exciting time.
9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting Also, these are not separate movements, but signs of the same
6:30 p.m. Ladies AA Spirit at work among us, calling us forward together.
FRIDAY Spiritually, | see a hunger for deeper faith and connection —
8:00 a.m. TGIF (Men’s within our worship, our fellowship, and our shared life in Christ.
CICEINERRENRET )M  There is a new Bible study that did not exist a year ago, an adult
Loma Coney Island, 1180 forum that shares deeply and challenges one another, and
Aurora Road, Melbourne. members coming up with new ways to be together in fellowship.
At the same time, we are experiencing numerical growth, new
Visit StJohnsmlb.org for links faces are joining us and familiar faces are returning. This is a
and more information. blessing, but also a responsibility, as we are called to be a

welcoming and nurturing community for all who walk through our
doors.




In addition, we are tending to the physical
renewal of our church facilities. These efforts
are more than maintenance — it is an outward
expression of our inward life. As we care for
our buildings and grounds, we are preparing a
space that reflects the warmth, beauty, and
hospitality of this parish. It is a visible sign that
we are not standing still but moving forward with
purpose.

As part of this season of growth, we will begin
an experiment in the form of a new opportunity
for worship: the addition of a Rite | Service, at
8:00 a.m., beginning May 10th. This offering
will provide a more traditional liturgical option
and expand the ways in which people can
gather to worship with us. With this addition,
however, comes a need. We will need more
hands and willing hearts to serve — as ushers,
readers, and acolytes — so that our worship
may continue as it has since 1897.

| invite each of you to prayerfully consider how
you might take part in this moment. This is an
exciting time in the life of our church, and it
belongs to all of us. Together, through our faith,
our service, and our shared commitment, we
are not simply maintaining a parish — we are
participating in the expansion of the Kingdom of
God, and that is a work filled with hope.

Grace and peace,

Fr. Timothy Rutherford
Rector

Good News: July. - August,
Deadline

The deadline for the next issue of “The Good
News” is Tuesday, June 21.

Drop your additions or changes into the office or
email them to office@stjohnsmib.org by that
date.

The One Year Anniversary with Father
Timothy: Ben Kendall

“See | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do
you not perceive it?” — Isaiah 43:19

A year ago, St. John'’s stood at a crossroads. After
an extended period without a full-time Rector, we
wondered what lay ahead. Today, we have our
answer — and it is good.

You have already read in recent newsletters about
the signs of renewal: attendance is up, pledges are
growing, Bible studies are flourishing, community
events are bringing us together, and our outreach to
those in need continues. These are not small
things. But there is something beneath all of it
worth naming directly.

Father Timothy listens. The kind that leads to
action. When a parishioner expressed the need for
the common cup at Communion, he brought it back
immediately.

When the questions arose about the nursery, he
and his family took ownership of the project, and
steady progress is now being made. Feedback
about coffee hour has been heard, and changes are
coming there as well. We know that we can’t get
100% of what we ask, but time and again, he has
shown that the voice of his congregation matters to
him.

There is a gift, and we should not take it for
granted.

So, if something is on your heart — a need — please
share it with him. The best way to reach Father
Timothy is by email at rector@stjohnsmib.org or by
scheduling an appointment. As much as we
appreciate the warmth of those brief moments as he
greets us at the door after the service, that is not
the best time to raise something important. He
deserves the chance to give it his full attention, and
so do you.

There is more on the horizon. New initiatives are
taking shape because Father Timothy has heard
what his congregation is longing for. We will share
those in due time — | don’t want to steal his thunder.
What we can say today is this: we are grateful, and
we have hope. Thank you, Father Timothy, for a
wonderful first year. And God willing, for many
more to come.




Looking Ahead

Sunday, May 10 is Mother’s Day

We will honor all mothers by having flowers for all the ladies and the all-
male vestry will take over the kitchen for coffee hour duties.

Sunday, May 10
Holy Eucharist, Rite |, 8 a.m.

May 10 is also the first anniversary of the Installation
of our Rector, Fr. Timothy.

Summer Low Country Boil
May 16, 5 p.m. -7 p.m.

Sunday, June 21 is Father’s Day.

We will again honor father’s by not asking them to wear flowers.

Daughters of the King
In June, St. John’s will present four candidates for membership in The
Order of the Daughters of the King.

You’re Invited: Low-Country Boil at St. John’s

“Come, share a table, invite friends, and enjoy the gift of community.”

There are few things in life as simple and meaningful as gathering around a table. Sharing a meal,
laughter, and conversation has a way of drawing people together building trust and community. That
is exactly the reason behind our upcoming Low Country Boil May 16" at St. John’s — an evening
set aside for fellowship, good food, and the joy of being together.



This event is more than just a meal; it is an opportunity. | am encouraging you to think not only of
attending, but of inviting. Invite neighbors, friends, co-workers, or even acquaintances you have been
meaning to get to know — this is a perfect setting to extend hospitality in a natural and welcoming
way. Sometimes the simplest invitation can open the door to something much deeper.

We are offering two ways to participate. Tickets are $15.00 per person, or for $20.00 you can
sponsor a table of six and fill it with guests of your choosing/inviting. It is a wonderful opportunity to
gather people together, introduce them to one another, and share in an evening of food, music, and
fellowship. These are the kinds of moments where community is built and strengthened.

Space is limited, and that is part of what will make the evening special. We will have room for 120
people, representing 20 tables, so far five tables have already been claimed. | would encourage
you not to wait too long to make your plans. Once the tables are filled, the opportunity will be gone.

| hope you will join us for this joyful gathering. Bring friends, fill a table, and come ready to enjoy
good food, good music, and even better company. This is one more way we continue to grow — not
just as a church, but as a community that welcomes, connects, and shares life together.

A Worsﬁi}oinf] Community

Music Ministry

As we head into our summer, our dedicated choir members will soon be taking a
well-deserved break until rehearsals resume in September. In the meantime, if
you play an instrument and would like to share your musical talents at the offertory,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to sylvia.tammen@gmail.com.

All instruments are welcome, and keyboard accompaniment can be provided if
desired.

More Hands and Willing

. e Acolytes:
Hear_ts needed at the worship | Ay & Livestream: to run our sound and
services. livestream systems. Only moderate

comfort with a computer is required.
e Ushers: distribute bulletins, gather the

offertory, guide the congregation during Contact Fr. Timothy, or the church office
Communion. at office@stjohnsmib.org.

e Readers: read the lessons, assist with for more information.
Communion.



Guided by Scripture

Daughters of the King

r?e The St. John’s Chapter

STl (, meetings are the first

“Daughters Sunday of every month,

oftheKing  and we always welcome

new members. Training

for four candidates is progressing. If you

are interested in joining the Daughters of

the King please contact Sallie Razor, Co-

President srazor@bellsouth.net; or Pam
Davis, sunhatpam@hotmail.com.

Bible-in-a-Year
Bible Study

Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in
the Rector’s office.

Prayer Request Box in the
Sanctuary

A prayer request box is available in the
Sanctuary beside the Daughters of the
King banner. The Daughters have taken
a vow to pray for others and they take this
vow seriously. All prayer requests are
strictly confidential, and they, as
Daughters, honor that confidentiality.

Sunday Christian
Formation

Adults meet each Sunday at
9:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall. The
class is led by Amie Rutherford.

The Youth meet in the Chapel.

TGIF Men’s Breakfast and

Bible Study
Dear Brothers in Christ, we

warmly invite you to join us for our
Men’s Bible Study Friday mornings
at 7:30 — 9:00 a.m. at

LaLoma Restaurant, Aurora Road.




Sﬁaring His Love

OUTREACH
May
The St. John’s Outreach focus for May is New Life Mission -

e They work to permanently break the generational cycle of homelessness by
providing women and their children housing, access to health care, child care,
counseling, transportation, education, nutrition, job training, and life skills
education in a safe setting.

e Their on-campus ReNewed Life Program at the New Life Village property serves
single women with children, who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.

e They are not an emergency shelter or a temporary housing solution. They are a
four-phase residential program that consists of education, accountability, and goal
advancement — all in a Christ-centered environment.

e For more information on this organization please visit NewLifeMission.org.

June

The St John’s Outreach focus for June is Nana’s House -

e Their mission is to provide a safe, secure, loving home where neglected, abused,
needy or abandoned children can experience God’s love and healing. Nana’s
House is 100% community funded and every penny donated goes directly to
caring for the children. They do not accept State funding. They are 100%
volunteers — no paid staff.

e They are in partnership with the organization One More Child, and all the foster
families are licensed and trained by them to care for children in the state foster
system.

e They are governed by a Board of Directors who meet quarterly to oversee their
activities and finances. Their indicators for progress are measured by the
number of children they can help, the number of qualified foster parents they can
recruit, and the devotion of their volunteers.

e Visit nanaschildrenshome.com for more information.

Outreach Monthly Meetings

Upcoming Outreach meetings are:

I
w Thursday, May 7, and June 4, at 7 p.m.
Everyone is invited to join the meetings on Zoom.

Click the link in the church calendar on the St. John’s web page.



St John’s Endowment Fund

The fund is intended to be managed in perpetuity, meaning the principal will not be
invaded. You may want to consider making a gift to the endowment fund as a direct gift
of cash or as a planned gift. Consult your financial manager about gifts to the
endowment fund to possibly reduce your taxes. Endowment Fund brochures are
available in the parish hall.

Donate to St. John’s Online!

You can now make a safe and convenient donation to St. John’s via
PayPal. Scan the QR code at right or visit stjohnsmlb.org and click on
Donate Now!

Thank you!

Many thanks to the Flower Guild for the beautiful arrangements created for St. John’s all
year but especially from Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday.

Safeguarding God’s Church

From the Institute for Christian Studies

Thursday, Aug. 6, 2026, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Parish Hall

Instructors: The Rev. Audrey Sutton and Ms. Monica Taffinder

This is an opportunity to learn practical tools to help create and sustain safe
environments in our churches and communities. This engaging session will equip
participants to identify red flags, recognize signs of abuse in real-time and confidently
navigate complex situations using case studies. Participants will also receive clear
guidance on diocesan policies and a curated resource kit with practical materials to
support their ministries.



Birthdays and Anniversaries $ $

A

BIRTHDAYS

May:
Jim Lacy 5/3 Frank Hernkind 5/16
Will Lester 5/5 Carol Hawkins 5/23
Floyd Trogdon 5/7 Amanda Coleman 5/23
Charlie Williams 5/7 Bob Stitzel 5/28
Lois Thayer 5/7 Bill McDonald 5/29
Carl Holliday 5/14

June:
June Stitzel 6/1 Rachel Crane 6/17
Lisa Ellison 6/5 Gary Harrell 6/19
Elias Hambel 6/10 Teckla Greene 6/21
Betty Rincones 6/11 Elizabeth Kolb Jackson 6/26
Josh Seymour 6/11 Berry Trogdon 6/27
Carole Taylor 6/12 Casey Singer 6/27
Lauren Stitzel 6/16 Murray Ludwig 6/28
Susan McDanel 6/17

May:
Jerry & Susan Davidson  5/21 lan & Marie Johnson 5/10

June:
Michael & Sallie Razor 6/2 Bill & Susan McDanel 6/17

John & Dorinda Campbell 6/20



Vestry Notes

Vestry approved Minutes and complete Financial Reports are now posted on the
bulletin board in the Parish Hall.

March, 2025

In attendance were Jason Grace, Gary Harrell, Peter Fischel, Keith Salmon, Paul Mitz,
Father Timothy Rutherford, and Andy Weeks to make a proposal.
The meeting began at 18:05

« Meeting Administration and Roles - Father Timothy

The opening prayer was given by Father Timothy.

Discussion and approval of the previous meeting's minutes, and a proposal to
change the minutes format to use bullet points instead of word-for-word
transcriptions. Ben Kendall moved to approve, Peter Fischel seconded and the
February 2026 Vestry minutes were approved unanimously by the Vestry.
Clarification of roles: the Vestry is responsible for the church's physical grounds
and property, and the Rector is responsible for everything spiritual.

Decision to use email as the preferred method for Vestry communication.
Discussion on appointing a new Vestry secretary, who does not need to be a
Vestry member, and whose main role is to ensure the minutes are recorded and
condensed.

« Website and Technology - Andy Weeks

Approval of Andy’s proposal to update the church website to fix declining search
rankings and bizarre Google search results. Andy offered his time and his web
developer’s cost as a gift to the church.

Discussion of planned website changes, including adding a “new here” button to
the welcome screen. The proposal was approved by the Vestry unanimously.

« Financial Report given by Keith Salmon

Review of the financial status, noting a net loss of $815 for the year so far,
primarily due to lower collections in February.

Confirmation that the church is in good standing with a $161,000 cash reserve,
over $79,000 in a money market account, and a $27,000 endowment fund.
Confirmation that the annual $25,000 Diocesan pledge is paid monthly, based on
the previous two years’ revenue.

Motion and approval of the financial report.

Discussion on the requirement to file IRS tax documents (990N, 990 EZ, or 990)
to maintain non-profit status. Ben Kendall moved to approve the February
Finance Report and Paul Mitz seconded. The February Finance report was
approved by the Vestry unanimously.

e AV System and Streaming Improvements (Senior Warden Report given by Ben
Kendall)



Update on contacting Churchfront to improve the sound system and online
streaming quality.

Addressing issues with audience audibility during online streaming, and
inconsistent service sound due to old equipment and loose wires (only two main
speakers are currently working).

Plans to seek quotes for AV system repairs and to introduce assisted listening
devices.

Facility Maintenance (Jr Warden Report given by Paul Mitz)

Updates on repairs, including replacing hinges on Sacristy door and fixing a
persistently damaged sprinkler behind the parish hall.

Gazebo maintenance, including replacing the trash can with a lidded one and
planning to reinforce the pickets.

Church Campus Goals and Projects and Rector’s Report by Father Timothy

Plans for an Eagle Scout project to move and replace tables with benches.
Suggestions for future facility renovations, including updating the Parish Hall's
flooring, paint, kitchen countertops, rails, and addressing the uneven sidewalk.
Requested other Campus and goals and a garden was suggested.

No actions pending on the Campus suggestion yet.

The Nursery update is still in progress, St John'’s is averaging one child per
service for the Nursery, which has been meeting comfortably in the Warden’s
office.

A decision was agreed to not schedule a Vestry meeting in July due to vacations.
The next meeting is confirmed for April 16th.

Planning a seafood cookout/boil/fish fry event in May.

Introduction of new member Jason Grace.

Update that the parochial report will be finalized after one update that was
recommended by the Diocese and will be brought for review next month.

Triple D Lawn Service will begin maintenance of the Memorial Garden starting
this week.

Father Timothy and family will be on vacation beginning July 16th, but he will not
miss a Sunday service.

St. John’s Stewardship Summary for March 2026

Mar 2026 Budget | Mar 2026 Actual | 2026 YTD Budget | 2026 YTD Actual
Income $22,319 $19,861 $66,956 $59,210
Expenses $21,688 $19,890 $65,065 $60,055
Net $630 ($29) $1,891 $845
Outreach | For March: Life Recaptured $1,727.
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Seaside Stitchers
Seaside Stitchers were presented with two awards this month.

Links, Inc., an international, not-for-profit organization of
#| prominent black women presented Seaside Stitchers with a
) plaque for creating quilts for a girl’s dormitory.

The second award was from Vitas Hospice Care, for the
Stitchers’ continued supply of sewing donations. A delicious
lunch was also provided by Vitas.

If you are interested in joining the Seaside Stitchers they meet in
the Parish Hall at 9:00 a.m. on the 1st Monday, and 2"? and 3rd
Thursday of the month. Classes are available to help the novice
stitcher, and the ladies are more than willing to assist a new
member.

Sewing machines are available and all materials are free if you sew to donate.

Donated items go to local organizations including Vitas Healthcare; Reflections of St
Francis; Alzheimers Foundation; Grand Villa; Brevard Health Alliance; Sarah's Care;
Florida Shores of Melbourne; Assisted Living; Community of Hop; Companion Animal
Care of Brevard; Palm Bay; Harbor City and Croton Elementary Schools.

For more information contact Shirley Muzzy 321-254-2206 or shirleymuzzy@aol.com.

Joanne Barney,
Vitas Volunteer Coordinator presented
Shirley with the Vitas award.

Fellowship Coffee Hour
To continue this much enjoyed ministry a sign-up sheet is in the Parish Hall. for
volunteers, needed each week to set-up, serve, and clean-up

If this ministry calls you please considering becoming the leader and speak
with Fr. Timothy.

11
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The Anglican Rosary Necklace
Daughters of the King

During Lent the St. John’s Chapter of Daughters of the King set aside a Saturday
morning to create an Anglican Rosary Bead necklace.

The Anglican Rosary is a Christ-centered prayer practice, using 33 beads to guide
meditation, scripture reflection, and prayer. This aids believers to focus on body, mind,
and spirit. There are no specific prayers for the beads; rather one should use them in
their own individual way.

Julie, Linda, & Teresa

12



KEEPING UP WITH ST. JOHN’S ONLINE

St. John's Chat — an email list to receive the latest updates from St. John'’s.
You can also share things with the parish this way.

St. John's YouTube Channel — you will find worship live streams and
sermons, and links to all past and upcoming worship services. Visit stjiohnsmlb.org
and click on Worship Live Stream.

St. John's Website at stjohnsmlb.org. — a variety of information
including schedules, the calendar, archives of the “Good News,”

Facebook — search for “St. John’s Episcopal Church, Melbourne” and like our
page. You will then receive updates in your newsfeed, notifications when we are live,
and more.

To subscribe or to contact St. John’s —
email office@stjohnsmib.org. or phone 321-254-3365.

Exit Doors in an Emergency The Children’s Nursery
The nursery is available during the Sunday
In the unlikely event of an emergency service.

exit routes from the parish hall are
posted on the bulletin board. If you are

new to St. John'’s please take the time St John’s Pet Cemetery

to review these routes. Our Pet Cemetery is located on the East side
of the sanctuary and lovingly maintained by

Apart from the main door into the Amy Lacy and Laure Bennett.

Sanctuary there are exit doors in both

the right and left sacristy, either side of Please contact the office if you would like

the altar. your pet laid to rest there.
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Sunday Ministry Schedule

May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31
10 am 10 am 10 am 10 am 10 am
A. Weeks A. Weeks A. Weeks A. Weeks A. Weeks
Greeters B. Rincones J. Miller
J. Bond B. Chernault B.&T. B. Chernault B.&T.
Ushers J. McLaughlin | J. Miller Chernault J. Miler Chernault
Reader/ R. Huffman/ K. Oas J. McLaughlin/ K. Oas K. Oas
LEM Acolyte Acolyte
Altar Guild K. Oas M. Salmon K. Oas M. Salmon K. Oas
Counter B. Kendall K. Wilson K. Wilson K. Wilson K. Wilson
B.Kendall B.Kendall, B.Kendall,. B.Kendall, B.Kendall,
Audio/Visual | V.Mitz V.Mitz V.Mitz V.Mitz V.Mitz
May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31
8 am 8 am 8 am 8 am 8 am
Greeter/
Usher R. Huffman J. Bond R. Huffman J. Bond
LEM J. Bond R. Huffman J. Bond R. Huffman
June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28
10 am 10 am 10 am 10am
A. Weeks A. Weeks A. Weeks A. Weeks
Greeters B. Rincones J. Miller
B. Chernault B. Chernault B.&T. B. Chernault
Ushers J. Miller J. Millery Chernault J. Miller
Reader/ J. McLaughlin/ K. Oas M. Salmon J.McLaughlin/
LEM Acolyte Acolyte
Altar Guild M. Salmon K. Oas M. Salmon K. Oas
Counter K. Wilson K. Wilson K. Wilson K. Wilson
B.Kendall B.Kendall, B.Kendall,. B.Kendall,
Audio/Visual | V.Mitz V.Mitz V.Mitz V.Mitz
June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28
8 am 8 am 8 am 8 am
Greeter/
Usher R. Huffman J. Bond R. Huffman j. Bond
LEM J. Bond R. Huffman J. Bond R. Huffman
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Calendar:

May 3 Daughters of the King 11:30 a.m. in the chapel.
May 7 Outreach Meeting, 7 p.m. on Zoom.

May 10 Mother’s Day!

May 10 Starting Today: Holy Eucharist, Rite I,  8:00 a.m.

May 16 Low Country Boil. 5p.m.—7p.m.

May 21 Vestry Meeting, 7 p.m. Chapel & Zoom.

Apr 4 Outreach meeting 7 p.m. on Zoom

Apr7 Daughters of the King 11:30 a.m. in the chapel.
Apr 16 Vestry Meeting, 7 p.m. Chapel & Zoom.

ZOOM and Livestream Links

All Zoom meeting and Livestream event links are available by visiting
stjohnsmlb.org>Calendar, or by sending an email to office@stjohnsmlb.org.

S, tj_OHN’S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

610 Young Street
Melbourne, FL 32935




