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January – February, 2026 

THE GOOD NEWS 
A WORD FROM THE RECTOR 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Looking Ahead with Hope 
 
As we begin a new year together at 
St. John’s, I find myself filled with gratitude and hope.  I am 
deeply thankful for the faithfulness of this parish and for the many 
ways God is already at work among us.  The year ahead holds 
real opportunity — not just for projects and programs, but for 
deeper connection, stronger community, and renewed life 
together in Christ. 
 
One of my hopes for the coming year is to continue caring for and 
improving the spaces that support our shared life.  I would love to 
see a remodeled nursery that warmly welcomes our youngest 
members and their families.  Along with that, refreshing the parish 
hall and kitchen, painting the exterior of the parish hall, and 
updating the walkway in front of the church are all ways we can 
make our campus more inviting, accessible, and reflective of the 
hospitality we value. 
 
Community gathering is another area where I hope we continue 
to grow.  Quarterly parish gatherings — such as our annual 
meeting, the annual pig roast, and other shared meals — create 
space for fellowship, laughter, and relationship-building.  These 
moments matter.  They help us remember that church is not just 
something we attend, but a community we belong to. 
 
Spiritually, I am excited to continue the Bible in a Year group and 

our Friday Bible study, both of which have been life-giving and grounding.  I am also prayerfully 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
SUNDAY 
9:00 a.m. – Christian Formation. 
10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist, Rite 
II (In-Person and Livestream) 

 
MONDAY 
5:30 p.m. – AA. Parish Hall 
 
TUESDAY 
5:30 p.m. Boy Scouts in the 
Parish Hall 
 
WEDNESDAY 
10: a.m. Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. – Choir Rehearsal. 
 
THURSDAY 
9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Ladies AA 
 
FRIDAY 
8:00 a.m. TGIF (Men’s 
Breakfast and Bible study), La 
Loma Coney Island, 1180 
Aurora Road, Melbourne. 
 
Visit StJohnsmlb.org for links 
and more information. 
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considering the possibility of adding a midweek service, offering another opportunity for worship, 
reflection, and rest in the middle of busy lives. 
 
Finally, a dream I have for St. John’s is to institute a lay ministry coordinator — someone who can 
help parishioners discern their gifts and connect them meaningfully to opportunities for service within 
the church and the wider community.  St.John’s is full of gifted people, and I believe helping one 
another “jump in” rather than simply “show up” will continue to shape us into the church God is calling 
us to be. 
 
I share these hopes not as a checklist, but as an invitation — to pray, to imagine, and to walk together 
into the year ahead.  If anything jumped out at you please talk with me so that we can get you 
plugged in to get it going.  I am grateful to be on this journey with you, and I look forward to seeing 
what God will do in and through St. John’s in 2026 and the years to come. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Fr. Timothy Rutherford 
Rector 
 
 

▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 
 

Sr. Warden report 
 

I write this note with mixed emotions after serving as Jr. Warden for 9.5 years, 
and Sr. Warden for 4 years.  I have been blessed to serve and now will need to 
find something to fill the void! 
 
I want to thank everyone who supported me, especially during the search 
process.  The vestry and search team were awesome to work with. 
 
I ask that you support the new Sr. Warden and vestry as you did for me! 

 
God Bless St. John’s and all of you! 
Kathy Oas 
 

▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 
 

Fellowship Coffee Hour 
To continue this much enjoyed ministry a sign-up sheet is in the Parish Hall for volunteers, as they are 
needed every week to set-up, serve, and clean-up.  If you would be a willing volunteer to take 
charge and organize the Sunday, get - together please email the office. 
 

▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 
 

Good News  March. – April, 2026    Deadline 
The deadline for the next issue of “The Good News” is Tuesday, February 17th.   
Drop your additions or changes into the office or email them to office@stjohnsmlb.org by that date. 
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The Annual Diocesan Convention 
 
Jan. 23-24, 2026, at the DoubleTree by Hilton Orlando, at SeaWorld.  The event will center on the 
theme “Gathered. Nurtured. Sent.” and highlight the diocese’s ongoing cycle of gospel, church and 
mission.  Three delegates will attend from St. John’s.  The deadline for registration is January 15.  If 
you are interested in attending as a delegate, or as an observer please contact Fr. Timothy. 
 
The General Sessions and breakouts will be offered on Friday, followed by the Eucharist and 
supplemented by a buffet lunch and dinner.  Saturday will include the normal business of the 
Convention, including the bishop’s annual address, elections, voting on amendments and resolutions 
along with breakfast and lunch, again served buffet-style.  The fee of $125 per person covers the 
meals, and parking. 
 

▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 
 

The Annual Meeting of 
St. John’s Parish 
 

Sunday, January 25, 2026, following the 10:00 a.m. service.  Everyone is encouraged to 

attend.  Coffee and snacks will be served during the meeting.  This year we will vote for three new 
Vestry members.  A brief autobiography for each candidate will be available prior to the meeting. 
 
The Treasurer will review the 2025 financials and present the 2026 budget for approval. 
 
 

▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday,  
February 18 
 

Ash Wednesday worship with the imposition of 

Ashes. 

At 12 noon, and 7 p.m. 

 
 
Ash Wednesday, a 40-day period of prayer, fasting, and 
repentance before Easter, a need for spiritual renewal 
through ashes applied as a cross on the forehead.  It is a call 
to self-denial, with traditions including fasting and giving up 
non-essential items to prepare for Christ’s Resurrection. 
 
Alternatively, one could add something to the usual routine, 
such as a daily reading from the 150 Psalms throughout Lent. 
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Lent at St. John’s 
Lenten Luncheon Series “Dying Well” 
 
 

Every Wednesday, February 25 – March 25 

12 Noon, led by Fr. Timothy Rutherford 

 
This Lent, St. John’s will be offering a new opportunity for 
learning, fellowship, and faithful preparation through a weekly 
Lenten Luncheon series.  Each Wednesday in Lent, we will 
gather for a simple lunch of soup and a sandwich, followed by 
a teaching and conversation designed to help us reflect on 
what it means to live — and prepare — faithfully. 
 

This year’s series is titled “Dying Well.”  While the topic may feel uncomfortable at first, it is deeply 
rooted in love, stewardship, and care for those we leave behind.  Preparing well for the end of life is 
one of the greatest gifts we can offer our families and loved ones.  It allows our wishes to be carried 
out with clarity, confidence, and peace, rather than uncertainty or stress. 
 
Throughout the series, we will explore practical and spiritual topics such as pre - planning a funeral 
service, completing a will, designating trusted professionals, understanding hospice care, and 
navigating conversations with attorneys.  We will be joined by guest speakers from these fields who 
will share their expertise and help demystify the processes many of us will face at some point in our 
lives. 
 
Lent invites us to reflect honestly on mortality, hope, and resurrection.  This series is not about fear, 
but about faith — faith that allows us to prepare wisely and entrust ourselves and our loved ones to 
God’s care.  I hope you will consider joining us for these meaningful Wednesdays as we learn, reflect, 
and walk together through this holy season. 
 

▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 
 

Music Minister 

 
Choir Rehearsal – every Wednesday, at 7:00 p.m. in the church loft. 
Contact Sylvia If you are interested in joining the choir. 
Sylvia.Tammen1@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 
 

Safeguarding God’s Church 

Fr. Timothy offered St. John’s as the host church for the Safeguarding instruction classes in this area.  
The Diocese will set the date and time.  When further information is available it will be found in the 
announcement section of the weekly bulletin. 
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Worship Volunteers are needed for a variety of roles.  We will train you!  All that is 

needed is a willing heart. 
 
 

• Greeters:  to welcome the Sunday worshippers. 

 

• Ushers:  distribute bulletins, gather the offertory, guide the congregation during Communion. 

 

• Chalice Bearers: read the lessons, assist with Communion. 

 

• A/V & Livestream:  to run our sound and livestream systems.  Only moderate comfort with a 

computer is required. 
 
Contact Fr. Timothy, or the church office at office@stjohnsmlb.org for more information. 
 
 
 

▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 
 
 

The Children’s Nursery 
at St. John’s 

 
We currently have a young lady hired for the Nursery, certified in 
CPR. who will take the Church Safety Course in February; at that 
time her position will be renamed to Children’s Minister.  Fr. 
Rutherford has asked her to recruit friends who need volunteer 
hours to provide the second person needed in the nursery. 
 
A huge thank you to the folks who helped to clean the nursery on 

“Clean-up” day in November.  The nursery received a deep clean and it was found that 
the flooring needed to be replaced and that the paint could use a touch up, this is being 
done and will be completed soon. 
 
  

A Worshipping Community 
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Daughters of the King  
 
The St. John’s Chapter 
meetings are the first 
Sunday of every month, 
and we always welcome 
new members.  Training 

to become a Daughter will begin in 
January.  If you are interested in joining 
the Daughters of the King please 
contact Sallie Razor, Co-President 
srazor@bellsouth.net or Pam Davis, 
sunhatpam@hotmail.com. 
 
New Life Mission has requested paper 
products and hygiene items for the 

mothers and their children.  The list is 
on the Daughters’ table in the Parish 
Hall. 
 

Prayer Request Box in the 
Sanctuary 
 
A prayer request box is available in the 
Sanctuary beside the Daughters of the 
King banner.  The Daughters have 
taken a vow to pray for others and they 
take this vow seriously.  All prayer 
requests are strictly confidential, and 
they, as Daughters, honor that 
confidentiality. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TGIF Men’s Breakfast and 
Bible Study  
 
Dear Brothers in Christ, we warmly 
invite you to join us for our Men’s Bible 
Study at LaLoma Restaurant on Friday 
mornings.  Our gathering takes place 
from 7:30 AM to 9:00 AM, with breakfast 
served at 8:00 AM. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to 
deepen our faith, share fellowship, and 
support one another in our spiritual 

journeys.  As we break bread together 
and delve into God’s Word, we 
strengthen the bonds that unite us as a 
community of believers. 

Whether you are a long-time member or 
new to our church, we welcome you to 
be a part of this enriching experience.  
Let’s grow in faith and friendship as we 
seek to live out God’s will in our daily 
lives.  We look forward to seeing you 
there! 

Guided by Scripture 

Sunday Christian 
    Formation 
Adults meet each Sunday at 
9:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall.  The 
class is led by Amie Rutherford. 
 
The Youth meet in the Chapel. 
 

Bible Study –  
    Bible-in-a-Year 

 
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Rector’s office. 
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OUTREACH FOCUS 
 

January 
The January Outreach focus is The Priest’s Discretionary Fund.   
This Ministry will use the funds for charitable giving within the St. John’s congregation. 
 

February 
The February Outreach focus is Vietnam and All Vets of Brevard 
County.  They are a not-for-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the state 

of Florida.  VAVB assists veterans who have temporarily lost 
the ability to manage their lives successfully.  Located on Fee 
Avenue, Melbourne VAVB has taken specific action to offer 
homeless vets with a temporary shelter, and provide for their 
immediate needs permitting them to search for work, and once 
employed; to save enough money to acquire living quarters 

and transportation.  The facility consists of ten apartments housed in two buildings 
which can accommodate up to nineteen residents.  The current cost for maintaining the 
facility is approximately $90,000.00 per year.  In partnership with the state, the county, 
city government, and Veterans organizations and other supporters they continue to 
operate this worthwhile program to assist veterans and their family members.  More 
information on the organization may be found at their website, 
vietnamandallveteransofbrevard.com. 
 
 

Outreach Monthly Meetings 
Upcoming Outreach meetings are: 
7:00 p.m.  Thursday, January 8, and February 5. 
Everyone is invited to join the meetings on Zoom. 
Click the link in the church calendar on the St. John’s web page. 

 

St. John’s 2025 Outreach Partners: 
 
 
  

Sharing His Love 

Vietnam & All Veterans of Brevard    Life Recaptured 

Solar Light for Africa      Nana’s House 

Complementary Cancer Care    New Life Mission 

Family Promise of Brevard     Daily Bread 

The Children’s Hunger Project    Diocesan Missions 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 
 

 

January: 

Austin Louks 1/2 Kyle Louks 1/16 
Cade Oas 1/2 Sallie Razor 1/16 
Dorinda Campbell 1/4 Dick Jarvela 1/17 
Veronica Mitz 1/4 K. Oas 1/24 
Marie Jonson 1/9 Nicole Tuten 1/24 
Jan Louks 1/11 Ashley Campbell 1/29 
Hasty Miller 1/15 Wisdom Ryan 1/30 

 
 

February: 

Tyler Heusinkveld 2/2 Susan Davidson 2/16 
Bill Chernault 2/8 Debra Ball 2/17 
Pam Jarvela 2/8 John Campbell 2/19 
Mark Schexnayder 2/8 Beowulf Rutherford 2/21 
Pam Davis 2/9 Katie Codlin-Wilson 2/24 
Randy Evans 2/13 Dick Martin 2/26 
Chuck Strissel 2/14 Ben Kendall 2/27 
B. Grant Ball 2/15   

 

 
 
 

 

January: 

Gary and Clarissa Harrell 1/10 Keith & Marie Salmon 1/14 
 

 

February: 

Jim & Amy Lacy 2/3 Carl & Barbara Holliday 2/14 
Lacey & David Brotherton 2/12 Joe & Judy McLaughlin 2/20 

 
  

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 
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Your St. John’s Giving 
Where do the Dollars Go? 

 
When money is given to St. John’s, how and when it is given (and any specifics 
designated on the donation) make a difference.  Here are some guidelines: 
 
 

Pledge Dollars When a pledge card 

is completed by parishioners, any 
money is considered “pledge” when: 
 

• It is marked that way on a check 

• It is in a regular donation 
envelope 

• It is given with no clear 
designation 
 

Cash must include parishioner 
information for credit toward your 

pledge. 
 

ALL PLEDGE DOLLARS GO INTO ST. 
JOHN’S OPERATING FUND. 

Special Offering Any gifts given in 

“special offering” envelopes (Easter, 
Christmas, Pentecost) are above and 
beyond your pledge amount and do not 
count toward your pledge balance. 
SPECIAL OFFERING DOLLARS GO 
INTO THE ST. JOHN’S OPERATING 
FUND. 
 

Restricted Funds Any gifts 

specifically designated for “flowers,” 
“memorial garden,” “outreach” are 
above and beyond your pledge and are 
not counted toward your pledge 
balance.  The amounts are held in 
restricted accounts and only used for 
those purposes. 

 
Any dollars given to St. John’s have potential income tax implications.  Givers can 
receive a “pledge statement” to indicate money given and how it is allocated against the 
pledged amount.  Givers can receive a “giving statement” that reflects all dollars given, 
including “pledge” and other designated funds. 
 

▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Stewardship 

 

“Cast thy bread upon the water:  for thou shalt find it after many days.” 

  ~ Ecclesiastes 11:1 
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Vestry Notes 
Vestry approved Minutes and Financial Reports are now posted on the bulletin 
board in the Parish Hall. 
 

October 
Approved Vestry Minutes from October 16 
Treasurer’s Report:  

• Treasurer submitted the Financial Report for September 2025 with a surplus to 
date of $71,624.21. 

• The plate collection is up and there is an uptick in parishioners paying by PayPal. 
Several people we never see in church donate consistently. 

• Question raised for money in the Capital Improvement Fund not spent by the end 
of the year, is it carried over to the next year?  Treasurer will check prior 
financials and answer the question at the next Vestry meeting. 

• Shady Lane rental house is up to date with rent as of October. 

• Financial report approved subject to audit. 
 
Senior Wardens Report: 

• Sr. Warden has requested the paperwork for the Mutual Ministry Review. 

• There will be a funeral November 1st followed by a reception in the parish hall. 

• Father Rutherford talked to the lawn maintenance company and they will add the 
Memorial Garden lawn to the contract.  Gary Harrell will continue trimming the 
bushes. 

• The cement tables in the park are a danger and it was agreed to remove the 
tables but keep the benches.  The tables will be given away, or taken to the 
cement crusher. 
 

Junior Warden Report: 

• Repairs to the stall in the men’s room. 

• The smoker is ready for the Pig Roast. 
 
Rector’s Report: 

• The Blessing of the Animals was very successful.  During that morning a member 
gave a church tour to neighborhood people. 

• Stewardship Campaign Update – The pledge packets were handed out on 
Sunday, with the remainder mailed to members.  Articles and testimonials will be 
in the next newsletter.  On October 26th Whitney Waite will give a testimonial at 
the service, and on November 2nd Jack will speak to the congregation.  
November 9th is Pledge Sunday.  Pledges can be made online. Katie will send 
out thank you notes in January. 

• New Vestry Candidates – no additional candidates to add to last month’s list. 

• Wavecrest – There was concern over the number of students enrolled.  The city 
of Melbourne code limits the number in the building to 40 while their insurance 
company allowed 50 to 60.  Brandy told Father Rutherford that they have a PEP 
program and the children only come in for testing, which is given in the parish 
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hall.  Wavecrest building does not exceed the limit.  Wavecrest would like to 
renegotiate the contract to expand, requesting the parish hall and possibly the 
nursery four days a week and pay one and a half times the rent for both. If that is 
not agreeable to the Vestry, she will find another venue and have two campuses.  
They would be out of the hall and nursery by 3:30. A motion to pursue the 
request, but not approve, was approved. 

• Fall and Spring midweek offering update – Father Rutherford has decided upon a 
weekly Lenten soup and sandwich lunch at which he will do a series of talks 
called Dying Well. Father Rutherford has been working with St. Francis Hospice 
for these talks. 
 

St. John’s Stewardship Summary for October 2025 

 Oct 2025 Budget Oct 2025 Actual 2025 YTD Budget 2025 YTD Actual 

Income $20,933 $27,196 $209,327 $239,225 

Expenses $20,785 $18,887 $207,855 $159,292 

Net $147.18 $8,309 $1,472 $79,933 

Outreach For October: New Life Mission $437. – Outreach 2025 ($9,845) 

 
 

November 
Approved Vestry Minutes from November 20, 2025 
Treasurer’s Report: 

• Susan Badgio submitted the Financial Report giving the projected surplus, which 
is posted on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall. The Vestry gave approval to 
move $65,000 from the Operating Account to the Restricted Reserve Account.  
The report was approved. 

• 2026 Budget Proposal.  Susan presented the preliminary Budget Proposal for 
2026.  Most budget items are very close to last year’s budget items. 

• Fr. Rutherford requested additional administrative support for two mornings a 
week.  There is no increase for other paid positions.  Financially, we are not able 
to put Fr. Timothy at full-time. 

• Children’s Ministry covers nursery payments and Fr. Timothy has started keeping 
nursery attendance records on a weekly basis. 

• Vestry will have a revised draft budget in December and then a finalized budget 
in January to vote on. 
 

Sr. Warden: 

• Preparations are underway for Advent and Christmas. 

• All PVC piping that we used for Family Promise is going to Habitat for Humanity. 

• We will donate to New Life Mission sheets, etc. that we used for Family Promise. 

• We had 11 people come to the workday. Got a lot done, but always more to do. 
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Rector’s Report: 

• Pig Roast – Several people found out about St. John’s from the Pig Roast.  
Ninety signed up; 70 showed up.  Peter recommended a repeat.  Bingo was 
popular.  There is over $2,000 in the St. John’s Programs budget. 

 
Stewardship: 

• Stewardship report – Jack reports we are on pace to do as well as last year, if 
not better. He wants Pledge Packets to be in the back of the church throughout 
the year.  Reminder in the weekly bulletin to get pledges in.  Fr. Timothy and 
Katie will be writing thank you notes. 

 

St. John’s Stewardship Summary for November 2025 

 Nov 2025 Budget Nov 2025 Actual 2025 YTD Budget 2025 YTD Actual 

Income $20,933 $18,940 $230,259 $258,165 

Expenses $17,439 $15,255 $225,294 $174,547 

Net $3,493 $3,685 $4,965 $83,618 

Outreach For November: $664 for Daily Bread – Outreach 2025 ($10,509) 

 
▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 

 

Seaside Stitchers 
 

If you are interested in sewing think about joining the Seaside Stitchers.  
The Stitchers meet in the Parish Hall at 9:00 a.m. on the 1st Monday, and 
2nd and 3rd Thursday of the month. 
 
Classes are available to help the novice stitcher, and the ladies are more 
than willing to assist a new member.  Sewing machines are available and 

all materials are free if you sew to donate. 
 
The Monday meeting is Show-and-Tell and items are donated to local organizations 
including Vitas Healthcare, Reflections of St Francis, Alzheimers Foundation, Grand 
Villa, Brevard Health Alliance, Sarah's Care, Florida Shores of Melbourne, Assisted 
Living, Community of Hope, Companion Animal Care of Brevard, Palm Bay, Harbor City 
and Croton Elementary Schools. 
 
For more information contact Shirley Muzzy 321-254-2206 or shirleymuzzy@aol.com. 
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▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪   ▪ 

*All information printed in the Good News is correct as of printing 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Siena, 
Peter Fischel’s niece, who 
completed USAF pilot training 
at Columbus AFB, in 
November. 
  

KEEPING UP WITH ST. JOHN’S ONLINE  
St. John's Chat ⸻ an email list to receive the latest updates from St. John’s.  

You can also share things with the parish this way. 
 

St. John's YouTube Channel ⸻ you will find worship live streams and 

sermons, and links to all past and upcoming worship services.  Visit stjohnsmlb.org 
and click on Worship Live Stream. 
 

St. John's Website at stjohnsmlb.org. ⸻ a variety of information 

including schedules, the calendar, archives of the “Good News,” 
 

Facebook ⸻ search for “St. John’s Episcopal Church, Melbourne” and like our 

page.  You will then receive updates in your newsfeed, notifications when we are live, 
and more. 
 

To subscribe or to contact St. John’s –  
email office@stjohnsmlb.org. or phone 321-254-3365. 
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Calendar: 
 

Jan 4  Daughters of the King  11:30 a.m. in the chapel. 
Jan 8  Outreach Meeting,   7:00 p.m. on Zoom. 
Jan 15 Vestry Meeting,   7:00 p.m.  Chapel & Zoom. 
Jan 23-24 Diocesan Convention 
Jan 25 Annual Meeting,  Following the Sunday service. 
 
Feb 1  Daughters of the King,  11:30 a.m. in the chapel. 
Feb  5  Outreach Meeting,   7 p.m. on Zoom 
Feb 18 Ash Wednesday Service 12 noon, and 7 p.m. 
Feb 19 Vestry Meeting,   7 p.m.  Chapel & Zoom. 
Feb 25 Lenten Soup Suppers, 12 Noon. 

 

ZOOM and Livestream Links 
 

All Zoom meeting and Livestream event links are available by visiting 
stjohnsmlb.org>Calendar, or by sending an email to office@stjohnsmlb.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
610 Young Street 

Melbourne, FL 32935 

 

 

 


