
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost October 26, 2025
Holy Eucharist: Rite II 10 a.m.

Welcome to St. John’s

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

The Congregation joins in the portions printed in bold italics.
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Voluntary Verset in C Domenico Zipoli

HYMN 398, “I Sing the Almighty Power of God” Tune: FOREST GREEN

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS, S280 Robert Powell

COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

THE LESSONS All sit

Joel 2:23-32

Ochildren of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the
Lord your God; for he has given the early

rain for your vindication, he has poured down for
you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as
before.  The threshing floors shall be full of
grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
I will repay you for the years that the swarming
locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and
the cutter, my great army, which I sent against
you.  You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and
praise the name of the Lord your God, who has
dealt wondrously with you.  And my people shall
never again be put to shame.

You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel,

and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no
other.  And my people shall never again be put to
shame.  Then afterward I will pour out my spirit
on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and
your young men shall see visions.  Even on the
male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour
out my spirit.

I will show portents in the heavens and on the
earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke.  The
sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to
blood, before the great and terrible day of the
Lord comes.  Then everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord shall be saved; for in Mount
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Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who
escape, as the Lord has said, and among the
survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 65 Recite in unison

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; *
to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem.

To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, *
because of their transgressions.

Our sins are stronger than we are, *
but you will blot them out.

Happy are they whom you choose and draw to
your courts to dwell there! *
they will be satisfied by the beauty of your
house, by the holiness of your temple.

Awesome things will you show us in your
righteousness, O God of our salvation, *
O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the
seas that are far away.

You make fast the mountains by your
 power; *
they are girded about with might.

You still the roaring of the seas, *
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of
the peoples.

Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will

tremble at your marvelous signs; *
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for
joy.

You visit the earth and water it abundantly;
you make it very plenteous; *
the river of God is full of water.

You prepare the grain, *
for so you provide for the earth.

You drench the furrows and smooth out the
ridges; *
with heavy rain you soften the ground and
bless its increase.

You crown the year with your goodness, *
and your paths overflow with plenty.

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for
grazing, *
and the hills be clothed with joy.

May the meadows cover themselves with
flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with
grain; *
let them shout for joy and sing.

2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18

Iam already being poured out as a libation, and
the time of my departure has come.  I have

fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith.  From now on there is
reserved for me the crown of righteousness,

which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me
on that day, and not only to me but also to all
who have longed for his appearing.

At my first defense no one came to my support,
but all deserted me.  May it not be counted
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against them!  But the Lord stood by me and gave
me strength, so that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles
might hear it.  So I was rescued from the lion’s
mouth.  The Lord will rescue me from every evil

attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom.  To
him be the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL AND ALLELUIA All stand, as able

Luke 18:9-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous and

regarded others with contempt: “Two men went
up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector.  The Pharisee, standing by
himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that
I am not like other people:  thieves, rogues,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast
twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 
But the tax collector, standing far off, would not

even look up to heaven, but was beating his
breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a
sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his
home justified rather than the other; for all who
exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who
humble themselves will be exalted.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed All stand, as able BCP, p. 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         All kneel, as able Form I, BCP, p. 383

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us
pray to the Lord, saying “Lord, have mercy.”

For the peace from above, for the
loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of
our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the
Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all
peoples.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St.
Agnes Episcopal Church, Sebring, and  Church
of St. Luke & St. Peter, Saint Cloud.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the
bishops and clergy of The Church in Wales.

For Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean,
Presiding Bishop, for Justin, our Bishop,  and for
all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Donald, our President, for the leaders of the
nations, and for all in authority.

Heavenly Father, watch over and protect our
nation’s military members and their families,
especially, Andrew, Brandon, Bryan, Caleb,
Chase, Danielle, Eric, Geoffrey, Harry, Jack,
Jay, John, Johnny, Kyle, Matthew B., Matthew
M., Milton, Murray, Ricky, and Sarah.

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of
the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and
for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, in the air
or through outer space, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and
orphans, and for the sick and the suffering.

We pray for our brothers and sisters who cannot
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be here with us today especially Frank, and for
those on our weekly prayer list.   Silence

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the
unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and
captives, and for all who remember and care for
them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the
resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence,
oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope,
without suffering and without reproach, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion
protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

God of peace and justice, we pray for all those
who live under armed conflict in the Holy Land,
Ukraine, Sudan, Iran and other places around the
world.  We pray for those with power over war or
peace and those commanded to fight; for

wisdom, compassion and restraint to guide their
decisions.  We pray for all your precious
children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold
and protect them.  In the name of Jesus, the
Prince of Peace.  Amen.

Humble and merciful God, you do not require
perfection, only a heart that is open. Receive
these gifts, not as a sign of our righteousness, but
as a humble offering from those who know they
need your grace. Teach us again that generosity
begins not in pride, but in gratitude – not in
proving our worth, but in trusting yours. May
what we give today grow into mercy, justice, and
joy in the lives of others and in our own. In
Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbor.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in
your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Holy Spirit that we
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you
all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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Announcements All sit

Birthday and Anniversary Prayer

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A) BCP, p. 361

At the Offertory, 
Hymn 536, “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” TORAH SONG

Presentation Hymn 380, Lesser Doxology Tune:  OLD HUNDREDTH

(We will sing stanza #3 only.)

All things come of Thee, O Lord.
And of Thine own have we given Thee.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always
and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Here the Celebrant adds a Proper Preface.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus, S-129 Setting:  Robert Powell

Please kneel, as able
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love
you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and
death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and
offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and
death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This
is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you
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drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O
Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection,
and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we
are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia!  

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Take
them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

The Holy Eucharist is Christ’s eternal banquet, to which all adults and children are invited.  If you
are a baptized Christian of any tradition (and regardless of your current status in any other church)
we welcome you to receive communion with this community of God's people.  At the time of
communion, the ushers will indicate when your row should come forward.  Please come to the altar
rail; you may stand or kneel.  The bread will be placed in your outstretched hands; the appropriate
response is “Amen.”  When the chalice of wine comes, hold out your bread for the minister to dip
it in the wine for you, or decline it by crossing your arms over your chest.  If for any reason you
prefer not to receive the bread and wine, or if you have not been Baptized, you may  come forward
and cross your arms over your chest for a blessing.

At the Distribution,

     Voluntary Sine Nomine Johann Georg Albrechtsberger

     Hymn 321, “My God, Thy Table Is Now Spread” ROCKINGHAM

The Post-Communion Prayer All kneel, as able BCP, p.366

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
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precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever.  Amen.

The Blessing

Hymn 636, “How Firm a Foundation” Tune: FOUNDATION 

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Voluntary Adagio John Stanley

a          a          a

THIS MORNING’S MUSIC

This morning’s processional hymn is thoroughly English – its text was written by Isaac Watts
(1674-1748), who is often regarded as the “father of English hymnody”;  its melody was adapted
from the traditional English folk tune “Forest Green”; and its harmonization was completed by the
renowned English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958).  Watts originally wrote the
hymn as part of a collection of verses for children.  While Watts is not generally remembered as a
children’s writer (indeed, some of Lewis Carroll’s parodies of Watts’s children’s rhymes are better
known today than the originals), “I Sing the Almighty Power of God” has remained a staple in
several contemporary hymnals.  Like today’s Old Testament reading in Joel, the text draws on
striking imagery from nature  – “clouds arise and tempests roar” –  to illustrate God’s glory.

The theological implications of the passage in Joel are explored more emphatically in the
offertory hymn, which portrays God’s revelation as a stunning event to which his people must
respond.  Based on the Hasidic melody “Yisraeli V’Ordaita” and adapted for Christian worship by
Catholic priest Willard F. Jabusch (1930-2018), “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” calls us to  pay
attention to God’s Word and his work in Israel’s history.  You might notice the lower voices in the
choir singing in Hebrew in the second half of the refrain; the  words “Torah ora” translate to “The
Law is Light.” 

The communion voluntary was written by Johann Georg Albrechtsberger (1736-1809), a
prominent Austrian organist, composer, and music theorist.  Albrechtsberger’s  immense erudition
and intricate skill in counterpoint contributed to his influence on the evolution of the Viennese
classical style and the education of the next generation of great musicians and composers.  His
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students included Ludwig van Beethoven, Carl Czerny, and Johann Hummel.

The closing hymn “How Firm a Foundation” eloquently celebrates the Christian endurance
described in the Epistle reading in 2 Timothy; each stanza enumerates the ways God equips,
encourages, and fortifies those who trust in Jesus in times of trial.  While the hymn has a rich history
of performance and was sung at the funeral of multiple U.S. presidents, much less is known about
the history of its composition.  The text was first published in a collection of hymns in 1787, signed
by the mysterious author “K.”  Nobody knows for sure who “K” was, although there are numerous
theories.  The same might be said about the composer of the hymn’s tune, which appeared unsigned
in the American sacred harp anthology “Southern Harmony.”

a          a          a

VISITORS AND GUESTS:   Welcome to St. John’s! 
We hope you will stay after the service for an
opportunity to chat.  Snacks and beverages are
provided  in our Parish Hall.  If you have questions
about baptisms, weddings, membership, or to be
included on our newsletter and mailing lists please
email the Church Office at office@stjohnsmlb.org.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY CANDLE may
be given in memory of a loved one, or to
commemorate some occasion.  Contact the church
office at office@stjohnsmlb.org or 321-254-3365.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TODAY to the Glory
of God and in thanksgiving for Keith’s birthday,
from Marie.

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Yvonne Hayes, Jim Hester,
Natalie Chartier, Vanessa Cato, Lacey Brotherton,
Keith Salmon, Rudy Tuten, Jim Windt, Zach
Edmonds.

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: None known.

ADULT & YOUTH CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 9:00 a.m. 
Adults in the Parish Hall, Youth in the Chapel. 

TGIF: Join the Men’s Bible study, Fridays, 8 a.m.
at La Loma Coney Island, 1180 Aurora Rd,
Melbourne, 32935. 321-254-8559. 

A PRAYER REQUEST BOX is available from the St.
John’s Order of the Daughters of the King in the

Sanctuary beside the Daughters’ banner. 
Alternatively, you may contact Sarah Kendall,
(702) 203-6093, 537sarah@gmail.com, or any
Daughter.  We  have taken a vow to pray for others
and we take this vow seriously.  All prayer
requests are strictly confidential, and we, as
Daughters, honor that confidentiality.  Prayers will
be passed on to Fr. Timothy if requested.

  
WHOLENESS TO FREEDOM FOOD PANTRY:  
Remember to bring non-perishable Thanksgiving
foods for the food pantry.  There is a basket at the
back of the church or you may leave donations in
the Parish Hall or the office.  Many thanks for your
generous support.

DONATE TO ST. JOHN’S ONLINE!  You
can now make a safe and
convenient donation to St. John’s
via PayPal.  Scan the QR code at
right or visit stjohnsmlb.org and
click on Donate Now!

CLEAN-UP DAY AT ST. JOHN’S: November 8, 9:00
a.m.-1:00 p.m., is Fall clean-up day at St. John’s. 
Help with cleaning up the church grounds and
attend to special projects inside the church
buildings.  A list of tasks is in the Parish Hall.  You
may work ahead of the date and check off to show
the task complete; or sign up to work on the day. 
The goal is to have St. John's church and grounds
ready for the Christmas season.  If you have any
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You are invited to join a community of women who believe in the power of
prayer, service to others, and the sharing of the gospel to expand the
Kingdom of God.  You can find out more about the DOK by contacting
Sallie Razor at 859-585-5836, srazor@bellsouth.net; or  Pam Davis, at
321-480-9283, SunHatPam@hotmail.com.

questions, please contact Kathy Oas, 321-693-
2378.

ST. JOHN’S  FOCUS for the month of October is New
Life Mission.  They work to permanently break the
generational cycle of homelessness by providing
homeless women and their children housing,
access to health care, child care, counseling,
transportation, education, nutrition, job training,

and life skills education in a safe setting.  They are
not an emergency shelter or a temporary housing
solution.  They are a four-phase residential
program that consists of education, accountability,
and goal advancement – all in a Christ-centered
environment.  For more information on this
organization please visit NewLifeMission.org.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:  Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4, Psalm 119:137-144, 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12,
Luke 19:1-10.  To find all the lessons visit the webpage:  lectionarypage.net and click on the date.

SUNDAY MINISTRIES SCHEDULE

October 26

Greeters A. Weeks

Ushers B. Chernault
R. Huffman

LEM J. Bond

Acolytes Asher & Beowulf

Altar Guild M. Scott

Counter K. Wilson

A/V B. Kendall
V. Mitz
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
. . . is a worshiping community, obedient to scripture,

growing as servants of Christ, and sharing His love in word and deed.

610 Young Street  a  Melbourne, FL 32935  a  321-254-3365  a  www.stjohnsmlb.org
Parish Office email:  office@stjohnsmlb.org

The Rev. Timothy Rutherford, Rector
Pastoral Care: 803-565-6750 (Call or Text)

rector@stjohnsmlb.org

Sylvia Tammen, Organist
sylvia.tammen1@gmail.com

Jackie Bond, Office Assistant
office@stjohnsmlb.org

Carole Taylor, Bookkeeper
ctaylor9797@yahoo.com

The Vestry of St. John’s Church
Kathy Oas, Sr. Warden
Paul Mitz, Jr. Warden

Keith Salmon, Treasurer
Amy Lacy, Secretary

Serving thru 1/2025
Jackie Bond, Kathy Oas, Katie Wilson

Serving thru 1/2026
Jack Kenworthy, Amy Lacy, Julie Miller

Serving thru 1/2027
 Peter Fischel, Ben Kendall

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Sun (10/26) Christian Formation, 9:00 a.m.  Adults, Parish Hall; Youth, Chapel.

 Holy Eucharist, and Installation for DOK, Rite II, 10 a.m., also Livestreamed.

Mon (10/27)  AA, 5:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Tues (10/28)  Boy Scouts, 5:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Wed (10/29)  Choir Rehearsal, 7 p.m. Choir Loft.

Thurs (10/30)  Staff Meeting, 9 a.m., Rector’s office.
  Ladies AA, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Fri (10/31)   TGIF, Men's Bible Study, 8 a.m.  La Loma Coney Island Restaurant, 1180 Aurora.

Sun (11/2)   Christian Formation, 9:00 a.m.  Adults, Parish Hall; Youth, Rector’s Office.
  Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 10:00 a.m., also Livestreamed.

All Zoom and Livestream links are available by visiting stjohnsmlb.org > Calendar, then clicking on
the event.  Or you may email office@stjohnsmlb.org and we will send you the link.


