
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost October 19, 2025
Holy Eucharist: Rite II 10 a.m.

Welcome to St. John’s

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

The Congregation joins in the portions printed in bold italics.

Voluntary Prelude Girolamo Frescobaldi
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HYMN 372, “Praise to the Living God” Tune: LEONI

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS, S280 Robert Powell

COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations:  Preserve
the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith
in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

THE LESSONS All sit

Jeremiah 31:27-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord,
when I will sow the house of Israel and the

house of Judah with the seed of humans and the
seed of animals.  And just as I have watched over
them to pluck up and break down, to overthrow,
destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over them
to build and to plant, says the Lord. In those days
they shall no longer say:  “The parents have eaten
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge.”  But all shall die for their own sins; the
teeth of everyone who eats sour grapes shall be
set on edge.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when
I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like
the covenant that I made with their ancestors

when I took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt – a covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, says the Lord.  But
this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord:  I
will put my law within them, and I will write it
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people.  No longer shall they teach
one another, or say to each other, “Know the
Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least
of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 119:97-104 Recite in unison

Oh, how I love your law! *
all the day long it is in my mind.

Your commandment has made me wiser than
my enemies, *
and it is always with me.

I have more understanding than all my
teachers, *
for your decrees are my study.

I am wiser than the elders, *
because I observe your commandments.

I restrain my feet from every evil way, *
that I may keep your word.

I do not shrink from your judgments, *
because you yourself have taught me.

How sweet are your words to my taste! *
they are sweeter than honey to my mouth.

Through your commandments I gain
understanding; *
therefore I hate every lying way.

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

As for you, continue in what you have learned
and firmly believed, knowing from whom

you learned it, and how from childhood you have
known the sacred writings that are able to instruct
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, so that everyone who
belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for
every good work.

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who
is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of
his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge

you:  proclaim the message; be persistent whether
the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince,
rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience
in teaching.  For the time is coming when people
will not put up with sound doctrine, but having
itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves
teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn
away from listening to the truth and wander away
to myths.  As for you, always be sober, endure
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out
your ministry fully.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GRADUAL AND ALLELUIA All stand, as able

Luke 18:1-8

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus told his disciples a parable about their
need to pray always and not to lose heart.  He

said, “In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor had respect for people.  In
that city there was a widow who kept coming to
him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my
opponent.’ For a while he refused; but later he
said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God
and no respect for anyone, yet because this
widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her
justice, so that she may not wear me out by

continually coming.’” And the Lord said, “Listen
to what the unjust judge says.  And will not God
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him
day and night?  Will he delay long in helping
them?  I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to
them.  And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will
he find faith on earth?”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed All stand, as able BCP, p. 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
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the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         All kneel, as able Form VI, BCP, p. 392

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and
for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and
peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and
oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of
trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the
friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who
seek the Truth.

For Sean, Presiding Bishop; Justin, our Bishop; 
Bishops Retired; and for all bishops and other
ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this
congregation.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for
Church of the Holy Apostles, Satellite Beach,

and St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church, Sebastian.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the
bishops and clergy of The Episcopal Church.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this
life.

Heavenly Father, watch over and protect our
nation’s military members and their families,
especially, Andrew, Brandon, Bryan, Caleb,
Chase, Danielle, Eric, Geoffrey, Harry, Jack,
Jay, John, Johnny, Kyle, Matthew B., Matthew
M., Milton, Murray, Ricky, and Sarah.  Silence. 

We pray for our brothers and sisters who  cannot
be here with us today especially Frank.  And for
those on our weekly prayer list.  Silence

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may
have a place in your eternal kingdom.  Silence

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

God of peace and justice, we pray for all those
who live under armed conflict in the Holy Land,
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Ukraine, Sudan, Iran and other places around the
world.  We pray for those with power over war or
peace and those commanded to fight; for
wisdom, compassion and restraint to guide their
decisions.  We pray for all your precious
children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold
and protect them.  In the name of Jesus, the
Prince of Peace.  Amen.

Persistent and just God, you do not turn away
when your people cry out.  Receive these gifts as
acts of our faith – faith that keeps moving, faith
that keeps hoping, faith that keeps working for
justice, even when the world says it’s too late or
too little.  Make us a people who do not lose
heart.  Shape our prayers into action and our
generosity into grace, until your kin-dom comes
– on earth, as it is in heaven.  In the name of

Christ, who still stands and knocks.  Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbor.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in
your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Holy Spirit that we
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you
all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements All sit

Birthday and Anniversary Prayer

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A) BCP, p. 361

At the Offertory, 
Anthem “O Thou Who Camest From Above” Samuel Sebastian Wesley

(Arr. Jerry Davidson)

Presentation Hymn 380, Lesser Doxology Tune:  OLD HUNDREDTH

(We will sing stanza #3 only.)

All things come of Thee, O Lord.
And of Thine own have we given Thee.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always
and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Here the Celebrant adds a Proper Preface.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus, S-129 Setting:  Robert Powell

Please kneel, as able
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love
you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and
death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and
offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and
death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This
is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O
Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection,
and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we
are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia!  

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Take

them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

The Holy Eucharist is Christ’s eternal banquet, to which all adults and children are invited.  If you
are a baptized Christian of any tradition (and regardless of your current status in any other church)
we welcome you to receive communion with this community of God's people.  At the time of
communion, the ushers will indicate when your row should come forward.  Please come to the altar
rail; you may stand or kneel.  The bread will be placed in your outstretched hands; the appropriate
response is “Amen.”  When the chalice of wine comes, hold out your bread for the minister to dip
it in the wine for you, or decline it by crossing your arms over your chest.  If for any reason you
prefer not to receive the bread and wine, or if you have not been Baptized, you may  come forward
and cross your arms over your chest for a blessing.

At the Distribution,

     Voluntary Kyrie François Couperin

     Hymn 325, “Let Us Break Bread Together” Traditional Spiritual

The Post-Communion Prayer All kneel, as able BCP, p.366

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever.  Amen.

The Blessing

Hymn 530, “Spread, O God, Thy Mighty Word” Tune:  GOTT SEI DANK

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Voluntary Postlude in A Minor  Jaak Nikolaas Lemmens

a          a          a
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THIS MORNING’S MUSIC

Today’s processional hymn, “Praise to the Living God”   shares its traditional Jewish melody
with the hymn “The God of Abraham Praise”, and not by coincidence; both texts are derived from
the Yigdal, a Jewish creedal prayer often sung at start or conclusion of liturgical services. But while
“The God of Abraham Praise” is a loose Christian paraphrase of the prayer, “Praise to the Living
God” is a more accurate translation completed by Jewish rabbi Max Lansberg (1845-1927) and
Unitarian minister Newton Mann (1836-1926).  Like this morning’s readings in Psalm 119 and 2
Timothy 3, the hymn testifies to the beauty of the law and the transcendence of God’s Word.

The offertory anthem is a choral arrangement “O Thou Who Camest From Above”, a hymn
written by Charles Wesley (1707-1788)  and set to music by his grandson Samuel Sebastian Wesley
(1810-1876), who served as the organist at Hereford Cathedral. Though the hymn’s reference to an
“undying blaze” is taken from Leviticus 6:13, its emphasis on Christian commitment and the Holy
Spirit’s work in the believer’s heart is also consistent with God’s promise in Jeremiah 31: “But this
is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days… I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”

The communion voluntary is composer François Couperin’s (1668-1733) setting of the Kyrie
Eleison, a recurring liturgical petition for God’s mercy. In a sense, the Kyrie embodies the persistence
in prayer and daily reliance on God promoted by the parable in Luke 18.  The words of the Kyrie
(“Lord, have mercy on me”) are incorporated into the refrain of our communion hymn, the
African-American spiritual “Let Us Break Bread Together”.  The spiritual was passed down through
oral tradition by slaves in South Carolina, and some scholars believe that the lyrics advocating
communal worship and action (which we may take for granted today) can be read as a call for justice
in the context of a social order where slaves were forbidden to gather together. This call, like the
widow’s pleas in the parable, is evidence of faith that God will vindicate the afflicted and the
oppressed.

The recessional hymn, “Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word” reflects the reverence for
God’s Word we find in 2 Timothy 3.  The text was written by German theologian Johann Friederich
Bahnmeier (1774-1841), whose devotion to Scripture made him a champion of Bible societies,
missions, and Christian education. 

a          a          a
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VISITORS AND GUESTS:   Welcome to St. John’s! 
We hope you will stay after the service for an
opportunity to chat.  Snacks and beverages are
provided  in our Parish Hall.  If you have questions
about baptisms, weddings, membership, or to be
included on our newsletter and mailing lists please
email the Church Office at office@stjohnsmlb.org.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY CANDLE may
be given in memory of a loved one, or to
commemorate some occasion.  Contact the church
office at office@stjohnsmlb.org or 321-254-3365.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TODAY to the glory
of God, and in loving memory of Bob on his
birthday in heaven.  Kathy Oas and family.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are also given in memory of
Jim Williams.  The Williams family.

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Wally Burleson, David
Brotherton, Justin Archey, Vicki Crane, Joan
Roddan, Keith Salmon.

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: None known.

ADULT & YOUTH CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 9:00 a.m. 
Adults in the Parish Hall, Youth in the Chapel. 

TGIF: Join the Men’s Bible study, Fridays, 8 a.m.
at La Loma Coney Island, 1180 Aurora Rd,
Melbourne, 32935. 321-254-8559. 

A PRAYER REQUEST BOX is available from the St.
John’s Order of the Daughters of the King in the
Sanctuary beside the Daughters’ banner. 
Alternatively, you may contact Sarah Kendall,
(702) 203-6093, 537sarah@gmail.com, or any
Daughter.  We  have taken a vow to pray for others
and we take this vow seriously.  All prayer requests
are strictly confidential, and we, as Daughters,
honor that confidentiality.  Prayers will be passed
on to Fr. Timothy if requested.

  
WHOLENESS TO FREEDOM FOOD PANTRY will be

difficult for come families this year.  Remember to
bring non-perishable Thanksgiving foods for the
food pantry.  There is a basket at the back of the
church or you leave donations in the Parish Hall or
the office.  Many thanks for your generous support.

DONATE TO ST. JOHN’S ONLINE!  You
can now make a safe and
convenient donation to St. John’s
via PayPal.  Scan the QR code at
right or visit stjohnsmlb.org and
click on Donate Now!

NEXT SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25:  You will not want to
miss  the Pig Roast. Tickets are required, sign up
in the Parish Hall. Bring your friends and family. 
Email rector@stjohnsmlb.org for tickets and
contact Peter Fischell, 912-660-8377 to volunteer.

CLEAN-UP DAY AT ST. JOHN’S: November 8 is Fall
clean-up day at St. John’s.  Help with cleaning up
the church grounds and attend to special projects
inside the church buildings.  A list of tasks is in the
Parish Hall.  You may work ahead of the date and
check off to show the task complete; or sign up to
work on the day.  The goal is to have St. John's
church and grounds ready for the Christmas
season.  If you have any questions, please contact
Kathy Oas, 321-693-2378.

ST. JOHN’S  FOCUS for the month of October is New
Life Mission.  They work to permanently break the
generational cycle of homelessness by providing
homeless women and their children housing,
access to health care, child care, counseling,
transportation, education, nutrition, job training,
and life skills education in a safe setting.  They are
not an emergency shelter or a temporary housing
solution.  They are a four-phase residential
program that consists of education, accountability,
and goal advancement – all in a Christ-centered
environment.  For more information on this
organization please visit NewLifeMission.org.
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You are invited to join a community of women who believe in the power of
prayer, service to others, and the sharing of the gospel to expand the
Kingdom of God.  You can find out more about the DOK by contacting
Sallie Razor at 859-585-5836, srazor@bellsouth.net; or  Pam Davis, at
321-480-9283, SunHatPam@hotmail.com.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:  Joel 2:23-32, Psalm 65, 2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18, Luke 18:9-14
To find all the lessons visit the webpage:  lectionarypage.net and click on the date.

SUNDAY MINISTRIES SCHEDULE:

October 19 October 26

Greeters A. Weeks
B. Rincones

A. Weeks

Ushers J. McLaughlin
M. Scott

B. Chernault
R. Huffman

LEM K. Oas J. Bond

Acolytes Asher & Beowulf Asher & Beowulf

Altar Guild L. Bennett M. Scott

Counter K. Wilson K. Wilson

A/V B. Kendall
V. Mitz

B. Kendall
V. Mitz
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
. . . is a worshiping community, obedient to scripture,

growing as servants of Christ, and sharing His love in word and deed.

610 Young Street  a  Melbourne, FL 32935  a  321-254-3365  a  www.stjohnsmlb.org
Parish Office email:  office@stjohnsmlb.org

The Rev. Timothy Rutherford, Rector
Pastoral Care: 803-565-6750 (Call or Text)

rector@stjohnsmlb.org

Sylvia Tammen, Organist
sylvia.tammen1@gmail.com

Jackie Bond, Office Assistant
office@stjohnsmlb.org

Carole Taylor, Bookkeeper
ctaylor9797@yahoo.com

The Vestry of St. John’s Church
Kathy Oas, Sr. Warden
Paul Mitz, Jr. Warden

Keith Salmon, Treasurer
Amy Lacy, Secretary

Serving thru 1/2025
Jackie Bond, Kathy Oas, Katie Wilson

Serving thru 1/2026
Jack Kenworthy, Amy Lacy, Julie Miller

Serving thru 1/2027
 Peter Fischel, Ben Kendall

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Sun (10/19) Christian Formation, 9:00 a.m.  Adults, Parish Hall; Youth, Rector’s Office.

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 10 a.m., also Livestreamed.

Mon (10/20)  AA, 5:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Tues (10/21)  Boy Scouts, 5:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Wed (10/22)  Choir Rehearsal, 7 p.m. Choir Loft.

Thurs (10/23)  Staff Meeting, 9 a.m., Rector’s office.
 Seaside Stitchers, 9 a.m., Parish Hall.

  Ladies AA, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Fri (10/24)   TGIF, Men's Bible Study, 8 a.m.  La Loma Coney Island Restaurant, 1180 Aurora.

Sat (10/25)   Pig Roast, in the Park, 5:30 p.m.

Sun (10/26)   Christian Formation, 9:00 a.m.,  Adults, Parish Hall; Youth, Chapel.
  Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 10:00 a.m., also Livestreamed.

All Zoom and Livestream links are available by visiting stjohnsmlb.org > Calendar, then clicking on
the event.  Or you may email office@stjohnsmlb.org and we will send you the link.


