
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 7, 2025
Holy Eucharist: Rite II 10 a.m.

Welcome to St. John’s

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

The Congregation joins in the portions printed in bold italics.

Voluntary Prelude (Kyrie) François Couperin
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HYMN 594, “God of Grace and God of Glory” Tune: CWM RHONDDA 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                    Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.   Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide
in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever 
Amen.

THE LESSONS All sit

Jeremiah 18:1-11

The word that came to Jeremiah from the
Lord: “Come, go down to the potter’s house,

and there I will let you hear my words.”  So I
went down to the potter’s house, and there he
was working at his wheel.  The vessel he was
making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand,
and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed
good to him.

Then the word of the Lord came to me:  Can I
not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this
potter has done? says the Lord.  Just like the clay
in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O
house of Israel.  At one moment I may declare
concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will
pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if

that nation, concerning which I have spoken,
turns from its evil, I will change my mind about
the disaster that I intended to bring on it.  And at
another moment I may declare concerning a
nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it,
but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my
voice, then I will change my mind about the good
that I had intended to do to it.  Now, therefore,
say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem,  Thus says the Lord;  Look, I am a
potter shaping evil against you and devising a
plan against you.  Turn now, all of you from your
evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 Recited by all in unison

Lord, you have searched me out and known
 me; *
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.

You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
and are acquainted with all my ways.

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.

You press upon me behind and before *
and lay your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

For you yourself created my inmost parts; *
you knit me together in my mother's womb.

I will thank you because I am marvelously

made; *
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.

My body was not hidden from you, *
while I was being made in secret and woven in
the depths of the earth.

Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in
the womb; all of them were written in your
book; *
they were fashioned day by day, when as yet
there was none of them.

How deep I find your thoughts, O God! *
how great is the sum of them!

If I were to count them, they would be more in
number than the sand; *
to count them all, my life span would need to be
like yours.

Philemon 1-21

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy
our brother.  To Philemon our dear friend and

co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

When I remember you in my prayers, I always
thank my God because I hear of your love for all
the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 
I pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective when you perceive all the good that we
may do for Christ.  I have indeed received much
joy and encouragement from your love, because
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed

through you, my brother.

For this reason, though I am bold enough in
Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I
would rather appeal to you on the basis of love – 
and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also
as a prisoner of Christ Jesus.  I am appealing to
you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have
become during my imprisonment.  Formerly he
was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful
both to you and to me.  I am sending him, that is,
my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him
with me, so that he might be of service to me in
your place during my imprisonment for the
gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your
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consent, in order that your good deed might be
voluntary and not something forced.  Perhaps this
is the reason he was separated from you for a
while, so that you might have him back forever,
no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a
beloved brother – especially to me but how much
more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him
as you would welcome me.  If he has wronged
you in any way, or owes you anything, charge

that to my account.  I, Paul, am writing this with
my own hand:  I will repay it.  I say nothing
about your owing me even your own self.  Yes,
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the
Lord!  Refresh my heart in Christ.  Confident of
your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing
that you will do even more than I say.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL AND ALLELUIA All stand, as able

Luke 14:25-33

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus;
and he turned and said to them, “Whoever

comes to me and does not hate father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and
even life itself, cannot be my disciple.  Whoever
does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be
my disciple.  For which of you, intending to build
a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete
it?   Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin

to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to
build and was not able to finish.’   Or what king,
going out to wage war against another king, will
not sit down first and consider whether he is able
with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand?  If he cannot,
then, while the other is still far away, he sends a
delegation and asks for the terms of peace.  So
therefore, none of you can become my disciple if
you do not give up all your possessions.
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The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed All stand, as able BCP, p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         All kneel, as able Form III, BCP, p. 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly
and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your
Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in
the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the
earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we
undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any
grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest, especially
Nancy.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered
into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly
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kingdom.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St.
Mary of the Angels Episcopal Church, Orlando,
and St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Orlando.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the
bishops and clergy of The Anglican Church of
Southern Africa.

Heavenly Father, watch over and protect our
nation’s military members and their families,
especially Andrew, Brandon, Bryan, Caleb,
Chase, Danielle, Eric, Geoffrey, Harry, Jack,
Jay, John, Johnny, Kyle, Matthew B., Matthew
M., Milton, Murray, Ricky, and Sarah.

We pray for our brothers and sisters who cannot
be here with us today especially Jan and Frank.
And for those on our weekly prayer list.  Silence.

God of peace and justice, we pray for all those
who live under armed conflict in the Holy Land,
Ukraine, Sudan, Iran and other places around the
world.  We pray for those with power over war or
peace and those commanded to fight; for

wisdom, compassion and restraint to guide their
decisions.  We pray for all your precious
children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold
and protect them.  In the name of Jesus, the
Prince of Peace.  Amen.

The celebrant adds a concluding collect.

Let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbor.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in
your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Holy Spirit that we
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you
all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements All sit
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer

7



THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer C) BCP, p. 369

At the Offertory, 
Hymn 675, “Take Up Your Cross, The Savior Said” Tune: BOURBON 

Presentation Hymn 380, Lesser Doxology Tune:  OLD HUNDREDTH

(We will sing stanza #3 only.)

All things come of Thee, O Lord.
And of Thine own have we given Thee.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are
worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast
expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our
island home.
By your will they were created and have their
being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the

human race, and blessed us with memory, reason,
and skill.  You made us the rulers of creation. 
But we turned against you, and betrayed your
trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your
sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. 
Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law.  And in the fullness of time you
sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and
peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the
heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation
who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with
them your glory, in their unending Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus, S-129 Setting: Robert Powell

Please kneel as able

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by
him, and made a new people by water and the
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts.  Sanctify
them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and

Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said
the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his
friends, and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body,
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which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave
thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and
offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we
await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers:  God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ:  Open our eyes to see your hand at
work in the world about us.  Deliver us from the
presumption of coming to this Table for solace
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and
not for renewal.  Let the grace of this Holy
Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in
his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of
the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through
Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives
honor, glory, and worship, from generation to
generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we
are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia!  

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Take
them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

The Holy Eucharist is Christ’s eternal banquet, to which all adults and children are invited.  If you
are a baptized Christian of any tradition (and regardless of your current status in any other church)
we welcome you to receive communion with this community of God's people.  At the time of
communion, the ushers will indicate when your row should come forward.  Please come to the altar
rail; you may stand or kneel.  The bread will be placed in your outstretched hands; the appropriate
response is “Amen.”  When the chalice of wine comes, hold out your bread for the minister to dip
it in the wine for you, or decline it by crossing your arms over your chest.  If for any reason you
prefer not to receive the bread and wine, or if you have not been Baptized, you may  come forward
and cross your arms over your chest for a blessing.

At the Distribution,

     Voluntary Lauda Sion Louis Niedermayer
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     Voluntary Pange Lingua Joseph d'Ortigue

     Hymn 702, “Lord, Thou Hast Searched Me” Tune: TENDER THOUGHT 

The Post-Communion Prayer All kneel, as able BCP, p.366

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever.  Amen.

The Blessing

Hymn 472, “Hope of the World” Tune: DONNE SECOURS

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Voluntary in C Edward Rimbault

a          a          a
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THIS MORNING’S MUSIC

Today’s prelude was written by French Baroque composer, organist and harpsichordist
François Couperin (1668-1733). He was known as Couperin le Grand (“Couperin the Great”) to
distinguish him from the numerous other accomplished composers and musicians in the Couperin
family, though some devoted fans of French Baroque music enjoy arguing over whether he or his
uncle Louis Couperin was more deserving of the title.  Along with four volumes of harpsichord
music that were admired by J.S. Bach (and later, Brahms and Ravel), Couperin wrote a collection
of organ pieces for use in the Mass.

This morning’s offertory, “Take up your cross, the Savior said”  is a meditation on our
lectionary reading in Luke and a call to count the cost of discipleship.  The words are taken from the
poem “Visions of Death,” written by Charles William Everest (1814-1877) at age nineteen. The
conviction and humility Everest displayed in “Visions of Death” were consistent themes in his 
volumes of published devotional verse and in his decades of service as an Episcopal priest in
Connecticut.  “Take up your cross, the Savior said” was one of only two texts by an American to be
included in the first edition of the Church of England’s collection “Hymns Ancient and Modern.” 
Like many other texts in the collection, Everest’s  hymn was altered by a committee before
publication.  While the substantial edits to some traditional hymns were unpopular enough to earn
the hymnal the nickname “Hymns Altered and Mangled,” the changes to “Take up your cross, the
Savior” arguably enhanced its emotional impact and helped it become an enduring classic on both
sides of the Atlantic.  The text has been paired with several tunes over the years. In the Hymnal of
1982, it is accompanied by “Bourbon,” a pentatonic folk tune from the southern U.S. that is
attributed to Freeman Lewis (1780-1859) and appropriate for the penitential mood of Everest’s
poem. 

The communion voluntaries are harmonizations of Gregorian chants from Thomas Aquinas’s
Eucharistic Corpus Christie sequence.  These settings of “Laura Sion” and “Pange Lingua” were
composed by Louis Niedermeyer (1802-1861) and Joseph d’Ortigue (1802-1866), co-founders of the
sacred music periodical “La Maîtrise” and co-authors of a treatise on the art of accompanying
plainsong.  They practiced what they preached and produced several pieces suitable for liturgical
worship.  The text of the communion hymn is a paraphrase of today’s reading in Psalm 139,
reminding us of God’s all-encompassing presence and providence in our lives.  The tune is taken
from “Kentucky Harmony,” a shape-note songbook compiled by Ananias Davisson (1780-1857).

The recessional hymn, “Hope of the World”, emphasizes that it is Christ who strengthens and
accompanies us on our spiritual journey; though we may take up our crosses, we never walk alone.
As the winning entry in a hymn search contest held for a meeting of the World Council of Churches
in 1954, “Hope of the World” affirmed the centrality of Christ in all human efforts to help a hurting
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society.  It was written by Georgia Harkness (1891-1974), a celebrated American theologian who
championed the social gospel and church unity after the devastation of World War II.

a          a          a
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VISITORS AND GUESTS:   Welcome to St. John’s! 
We hope you will stay after the service for an
opportunity to chat.  Snacks and beverages are
provided  in our Parish Hall.  If you have questions
about baptisms, weddings, membership, or to be
included on our newsletter and mailing lists please
email the Church Office at office@stjohnsmlb.org.

SIGN OUR VIRTUAL GUEST BOOK!  Scan the QR
code below or visit stjohnsmlb.org and click on
Virtual Guest Book to let us know you were here
and pass on any comments.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY CANDLE may
be given in memory of a loved one, or to
commemorate some occasion.  Contact the church
office at office@stjohnsmlb.org or 321-254-3365.

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Timothy Rutherford, Tim
Tuten, Eloise Evans.

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: Steve & Ginny Bradley.

CHOIR REHEARSAL: The choir meets each
Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the Choir Loft,
and sings each Sunday morning.  New members
are welcome at any time. If interested, please
emai l  d i rec tor  Sy l v ia  Tammen at
sylvia.tammen1@gmail.com.

ADULT &YOUTH CHRISTIAN FORMATION:  Sunday at
9:00 a.m.  Adults in the Parish Hall, will discuss
“reflectionary” passages from the previous week’s
readings, led by Amie Rutherford.  Youth in the
Chapel.  

TGIF: Men’s Bible study, Fridays, 8 a.m. at La
Loma Coney Island, 1180 Aurora Rd, Melbourne,
32935. 321-254-8559. 

PRAYER IS AVAILABLE at the altar rail immediately

following the service.

A PRAYER REQUEST BOX is available from the St.
John’s Order of the Daughters of the King in the
Sanctuary beside the Daughters’ banner.  We 
have taken a vow to pray for others and we take
this vow seriously.  All prayer requests are strictly
confidential, and we, as Daughters, honor that
confidentiality.  Prayers will be passed on to Fr.
Timothy if requested.

DONATE TO ST. JOHN’S ONLINE!  You
can now make a safe and
convenient donation to St. John’s
via PayPal.  Scan the QR code at
right or visit stjohnsmlb.org and
click on Donate Now!

LOANING OF CHURCH ITEMS:  If you would like to
borrow tables, chairs, cribs, linens, etc. please
speak with Kathy Oas, Sr. Warden,
kmoas40@gmail.com or Paul Mitz, Jr. Warden.
Text or phone Paul at : 321-288-4050.

ST. JOHN’S  FOCUS for the month of September is 
The Children's Hunger Project.  Brevard County
teachers recognize which children lack weekend
nutrition.  The pre-packaged meals require no
cooking and are distributed directly into qualifying
elementary aged student’s backpacks as
determined by the teacher.  During the school year
the project serves over 4,800 meal packages
every week to over 60 elementary schools.  In
Brevard County 60% of the students are on the
free, or reduced lunch program, and to maintain
the current service the group needs to raise
$40,000 every month.  For more information visit
TheChildrensHungerProject.org..

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:  Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28, Psalm 14, 1 Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10.  
To find all the lessons visit the webpage:  lectionarypage.net and click on the date.
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You are invited to join a community of women who believe in the
power of prayer, service to others, and the sharing of the gospel to
expand the Kingdom of God.  You can find out more about the DOK
by contacting Sallie Razor at 859-585-5836, srazor@bellsouth.net; or 

SUNDAY MINISTRIES SCHEDULE

September 7 September 14 September 21 September 28

Greeters A. Weeks
A. Lacy

A. Weeks
B. Rincones

A. Weeks
J. Miller

A. Weeks

Ushers J. Bond
Michael Scott

A. & J. Lacy B. Chernault
R. Huffman

Judy McLaughlin
Michael Scott

LEM M. Salmon J. Bond K. Oas K. Oas

Altar Guild M. Salmon K. Oas L. Bennett M. Scott

Acolytes Asher & Baewulf Asher & Baewulf Asher & Baewulf Asher & Baewulf

Counter K. Wilson K. Wilson K. Wilson K. Wilson

A/V B. Kendall
V. Mitz

B. Kendall
V. Mitz

B. Kendall
V. Mitz

B. Kendall
V. Mitz
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
. . . is a worshiping community, obedient to scripture,

growing as servants of Christ, and sharing His love in word and deed.

610 Young Street  a  Melbourne, FL 32935  a  321-254-3365  a  www.stjohnsmlb.org
Parish Office email:  office@stjohnsmlb.org

The Rev. Timothy Rutherford, Rector
Pastoral Care: 803-565-6750 (Call or Text)

rector@stjohnsmlb.org

Sylvia Tammen, Organist
sylvia.tammen1@gmail.com

Jackie Bond, Office Assistant
office@stjohnsmlb.org

Carole Taylor, Bookkeeper
ctaylor9797@yahoo.com

The Vestry of St. John’s Church
Kathy Oas, Sr. Warden
Paul Mitz, Jr. Warden

Keith Salmon, Treasurer
Amy Lacy, Secretary

Serving thru 1/2025
Jackie Bond, Kathy Oas, Katie Wilson

Serving thru 1/2026
Jack Kenworthy, Amy Lacy, Julie Miller

Serving thru 1/2027
 Peter Fischel, Ben Kendall

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Sun (9/7)  Christian Formation, 9:00 a.m.  Adults in the Parish Hall, Youth in the Chapter.

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 10 a.m., also Livestreamed.

Mon (9/8)   AA, 5:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Tues (9/9)   Boy Scouts, 5:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Wed (9/10)   Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m., Choir Loft.

Thurs (9/11)  Staff Meeting, 9 a.m., Rector’s office.
  Seaside Stitchers, 9 a.m., Parish Hall.
  Ladies AA, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Fri (9/12)   TGIF, Men’s Bible Study, 8 a.m.  La Loma Coney Island Restaurant, 1180 Aurora Rd.

Sun (9/14)   Christian Formation 9:00 a.m.  Adults in the Parish Hall, Youth in the Rector’s office.
  Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 10:00 a.m., also Livestreamed.

All Zoom and Livestream links are available by visiting stjohnsmlb.org > Calendar, then clicking
on the event.  Or you may email office@stjohnsmlb.org and we will send you the link.


