
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost August 31, 2025
Holy Eucharist: Rite II 10 a.m.

Welcome to St. John’s

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

The Congregation joins in the portions printed in bold italics.

Voluntary Fughetta Gottlieb Muffat
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HYMN 423, “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” Tune: ST DENIO

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                    Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.   Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things:  Graft in our hearts the love of
your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit
of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.  Amen.

THE LESSONS All sit

Jeremiah 2:4-13

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob,
and all the families of the house of Israel.

Thus says the Lord:  What wrong did your
ancestors find in me that they went far from me,
and went after worthless things, and became
worthless themselves?  They did not say, “Where
is the Lord who brought us up from the land of
Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of
deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep
darkness, in a land that no one passes through,
where no one lives?”

I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits
and its good things.  But when you entered you
defiled my land, and made my heritage an
abomination.  The priests did not say, “Where is

the Lord?”  Those who handle the law did not
know me; the rulers transgressed against me; the
prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after
things that do not profit.

Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord,
and I accuse your children’s children.  Cross to
the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and
examine with care; see if there has ever been
such a thing.  Has a nation changed its gods, even
though they are no gods?  But my people have
changed their glory for something that does not
profit.  Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be
shocked, be utterly desolate, says the Lord, for
my people have committed two evils:  they have
forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and
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dug out cisterns for themselves,  cracked cisterns
that can hold no water.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 81:1, 10-16 Recited by all in unison

Sing with joy to God our strength *
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt and said, *
“Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.”

And yet my people did not hear my voice, *
and Israel would not obey me.

So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their
hearts, *
to follow their own devices.

Oh, that my people would listen to me! *
that Israel would walk in my ways!

I should soon subdue their enemies *
and turn my hand against their foes.

Those who hate the Lord would cringe before
him, *
and their punishment would last for ever.

But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat *
and satisfy him with honey from the rock.

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Let mutual love continue.  Do not neglect to
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing

that some have entertained angels without
knowing it.  Remember those who are in prison,
as though you were in prison with them; those
who are being tortured, as though you yourselves
were being tortured.  Let marriage be held in
honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept
undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and
adulterers.  Keep your lives free from the love of
money, and be content with what you have; for
he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake
you.”  So we can say with confidence, “The Lord
is my helper; I will not be afraid.  What can

anyone do to me?”

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the
word of God to you; consider the outcome of
their way of life, and imitate their faith.  Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever.  Through him, then, let us continually
offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit
of lips that confess his name.  Do not neglect to
do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GRADUAL AND ALLELUIA All stand, as able

Luke 14:1, 7-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the
house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a

meal on the sabbath, they were watching him
closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places
of honor, he told them a parable.  “When you are
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not
sit down at the place of honor, in case someone
more distinguished than you has been invited by
your host; and the host who invited both of you
may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your
place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to
take the lowest place.  But when you are invited,
go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when
your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend,
move up higher’; then you will be honored in the

presence of all who sit at the table with you.  For
all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

He said also to the one who had invited him,
“When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers or your
relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may
invite you in return, and you would be repaid.
But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, and the blind.  And you will
be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the
righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

5



The Nicene Creed All stand, as able BCP, p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         All kneel, as able Form I, BCP, p. 383

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us
pray to the Lord, saying “Lord, have mercy.”

For the peace from above, for the
loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of
our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the
Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all
peoples.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for
Iglesia Episcopal San Cristobal, Orlando, and the 
Episcopal Church of John the Baptist, Orlando.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the
bishops and clergy of The United Church of
South India .

For Sean, Presiding Bishop, for Justin, our
Bishop,  and for all the clergy and people, let us

pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Donald, our President, for the leaders of the
nations, and for all in authority.

Heavenly Father, watch over and protect our
nation’s military members and their families,
especially, Andrew, Brandon, Bryan, Caleb,
Chase, Danielle, Eric, Geoffrey, Harry, Jack,
Jay, John, Johnny, Kyle, Matthew B., Matthew
M., Milton, Murray, Ricky, and Sarah.

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of
the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and
for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray
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to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, in the air
or through outer space, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and
orphans, and for the sick and the suffering.

We pray for our brothers and sisters who cannot
be here with us today especially Jan and Frank. 
Silence

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the
unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and
captives, and for all who remember and care for
them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the
resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence,
oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope,
without suffering and without reproach, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion
protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

God of peace and justice, we pray for all those
who live under armed conflict in the Holy Land,
Ukraine, Sudan, Iran and other places around the
world.  We pray for those with power over war or
peace and those commanded to fight; for
wisdom, compassion and restraint to guide their
decisions.  We pray for all your precious
children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold
and protect them.  In the name of Jesus, the
Prince of Peace.  Amen.

The celebrant adds a concluding collect.

Let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbor.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in
your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Holy Spirit that we
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you
all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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Announcements All sit
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A) BCP, p. 361

At the Offertory, 
Hymn 686, “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Tune: NETTLETON

Presentation Hymn 380, Lesser Doxology Tune:  OLD HUNDREDTH

(We will sing stanza #3 only.)

All things come of Thee, O Lord.
And of Thine own have we given Thee.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always
and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Here the Celebrant adds a Proper Preface.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus, S-129 Setting: Robert Powell

Please kneel as able

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love
you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and
death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and
offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and
death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This
is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
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many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O
Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection,
and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we
are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia!  

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Take
them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

The Holy Eucharist is Christ’s eternal banquet, to which all adults and children are invited.  If you
are a baptized Christian of any tradition (and regardless of your current status in any other church)
we welcome you to receive communion with this community of God's people.  At the time of
communion, the ushers will indicate when your row should come forward.  Please come to the altar
rail; you may stand or kneel.  The bread will be placed in your outstretched hands; the appropriate
response is “Amen.”  When the chalice of wine comes, hold out your bread for the minister to dip
it in the wine for you, or decline it by crossing your arms over your chest.  If for any reason you
prefer not to receive the bread and wine, or if you have not been Baptized, you may  come forward
and cross your arms over your chest for a blessing.

At the Distribution,

     Voluntary Sine Nomine Luigi Bottazzo

     Hymn 321, “My God, Thy Table Is Now Spread” Tune: ROCKINGHAM

The Post-Communion Prayer All kneel, as able BCP, p.366
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Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever.  Amen.

The Blessing

Hymn 344, “Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing” Tune: SICILIAN MARINERS

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Voluntary VI, Adagio John Stanley

a          a          a
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THIS MORNING’S MUSIC

The words of our processional hymn were written by Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908), an
ordained minister in the Free Church of Scotland.  Of the many hymns he wrote in his lifetime, only
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” is still sung today, but its popularity was more than sufficient
to cement his legacy as a gifted lyricist.  While the text is closely based on 1 Timothy 17 (“To the
King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever...”), its
emphasis on God’s transcendence and sovereignty echoes the striking language running through this
morning’s readings.

At the offertory, we sing the beloved classic “Come Thy Fount of Every Blessing.”  The text was
written by Robert Robinson and in many ways reflects his own spiritual journey.  After his father’s
early death, Robinson’s mother sent him to be a barber’s apprentice in London, where he fell in with
a gang of raucous young men.  He lived a wild life until he and his friends got the idea of going to
a revival meeting to “mock the deluded Methodists.”  But instead of laughing, Robinson was brought
to his knees by George Whitefield’s preaching and went on to pursue a calling in ministry.  In a
sense, the third stanza is a prayerful response to the laments in the lectionary passage in Jeremiah
about Israel’s tendency to “forsake the fount of living water”; while we too may be prone to wander,
we can always ask God to preserve us.  In the U.S., the hymn is often sung to the tune “Nettleton,”
which was first published in 1813 in a collection of shaped-note hymns.

This morning’s communion voluntary was composed by Luigi Bottazzo (1845-1924).  Bottazzo
was an Italian organist and composer.  After a tragic childhood accident left him blind, he studied
music at Padova’s Institute for the Blind, where he became the instructor of harmony, counterpoint
and organ at the young age of 19.  He was later appointed organist at the Basilica of St. Anthony. 
Over the course of his life, he wrote over 300 musical works, including sacred and pedagogical
pieces for the organ.

a          a          a
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VISITORS AND GUESTS:   Welcome to St. John’s! 
We hope you will stay after the service for an
opportunity to chat.  Snacks and beverages are
provided  in our Parish Hall.  If you have questions
about baptisms, weddings, membership, or to be
included on our newsletter and mailing lists please
email the Church Office at office@stjohnsmlb.org.

SIGN OUR VIRTUAL GUEST BOOK!  Scan the QR
code below or visit stjohnsmlb.org and click on
Virtual Guest Book to let us know you were here
and pass on any comments.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY CANDLE may
be given in memory of a loved one, or to
commemorate some occasion.  Contact the church
office at office@stjohnsmlb.org or 321-254-3365.

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Karin Kuhn, Austin Stitzel.

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: Bob & June Stitzel.

CHOIR REHEARSALS WILL RESUME: Wednesday,
September 3, at 7:00 p.m. The choir meets each
Wednesday evening and sings each Sunday
morning.  New members are welcome at any time.
If interested, please email director Sylvia Tammen
at sylvia.tammen1@gmail.com.

ADULT &YOUTH CHRISTIAN FORMATION: begins a
new year next Sunday at 9:00 a.m. Adults in the
Parish Hall, will discuss “reflectionary” passages
from the previous week’s readings.  Youth in the
Rector’s office.  

TGIF: Men’s Bible study, Fridays, 8 a.m. at La
Loma Coney Island, 1180 Aurora Rd, Melbourne,
32935. 321-254-8559. 

PRAYER IS AVAILABLE at the altar rail immediately
following the service.

A PRAYER REQUEST BOX is available from the St.
John’s Order of the Daughters of the King in the
Sanctuary beside the Daughters’ banner.  We 
have taken a vow to pray for others and we take
this vow seriously.  All prayer requests are strictly
confidential, and we, as Daughters, honor that
confidentiality.  Prayers will be passed on to Fr.
Timothy if requested.

DONATE TO ST. JOHN’S ONLINE!  You
can now make a safe and
convenient donation to St. John’s
via PayPal.  Scan the QR code at
right or visit stjohnsmlb.org and
click on Donate Now!

LOANING OF CHURCH ITEMS:  If you would like to
borrow tables, chairs, cribs, linens, etc. please
speak with Kathy Oas, Sr. Warden,
kmoas40@gmail.com or Paul Mitz, Jr. Warden.
Text or phone Paul at : 321-288-4050.

ST. JOHN’S  FOCUS for the month of August.  We
have a change for the August blue envelopes. 
The challenge for St. John’s has always been a
shortage of funds to implement a new project that
will benefit our exposure in the community.  This
year, the Vestry together with the Outreach
committee has agreed that all money in the blue
envelopes in August will spearhead this new St
John’s Parish Program and will give us the
immediate response sometimes required to set a
new project in motion.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:  Jeremiah 18:1-11, Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17, Philemon 1-21, Luke 14:25-33, 7-14. 
To find all the lessons visit the webpage:  lectionarypage.net and click on the date.
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You are invited to join a community of women who believe in the
power of prayer, service to others, and the sharing of the gospel to
expand the Kingdom of God.  You can find out more about the DOK
by contacting Sallie Razor at 859-585-5836, srazor@bellsouth.net; or 

SUNDAY MINISTRIES SCHEDULE

August 31 September 7 September 14 September 21

Greeters A. Weeks A. Weeks
A. Lacy

A. Weeks
B. Rincones

A. Weeks
J. Miller

Ushers B. Chernault
J. Miller

J. Bond
Michael Scott

A. & J. Lacy B. Chernault
R. Huffman

LEM K. Oas M. Salmon J. Bond K. Oas

Altar Guild M. Scott M. Salmon K. Oas L. Bennett

Acolytes Asher & Baewulf Asher & Baewulf Asher & Baewulf Asher & Baewulf

Counter K. Wilson K. Wilson K. Wilson K. Wilson

A/V B. Kendall
V. Mitz

B. Kendall
V. Mitz

B. Kendall
V. Mitz

B. Kendall
V. Mitz
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
. . . is a worshiping community, obedient to scripture,

growing as servants of Christ, and sharing His love in word and deed.

610 Young Street  a  Melbourne, FL 32935  a  321-254-3365  a  www.stjohnsmlb.org
Parish Office email:  office@stjohnsmlb.org

The Rev. Timothy Rutherford, Rector
Pastoral Care: 803-565-6750 (Call or Text)

rector@stjohnsmlb.org

Sylvia Tammen, Organist
sylvia.tammen1@gmail.com

Jackie Bond, Office Assistant
office@stjohnsmlb.org

Carole Taylor, Bookkeeper
ctaylor9797@yahoo.com

The Vestry of St. John’s Church
Kathy Oas, Sr. Warden
Paul Mitz, Jr. Warden

Keith Salmon, Treasurer
Amy Lacy, Secretary

Serving thru 1/2025
Jackie Bond, Kathy Oas, Katie Wilson

Serving thru 1/2026
Jack Kenworthy, Amy Lacy, Julie Miller

Serving thru 1/2027
 Peter Fischel, Ben Kendall

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Sun (8/31) Adult & Youth Christian Formation will resume Sept 7, 9:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 10 a.m., also Livestreamed.

Mon (9/1) AA, 5:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Tues (9/2) Seaside Stitchers, 9 a.m., Parish Hall.
Boy Scouts, 5:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Wed (9/3) Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m., Choir Loft.

Thurs (9/4)  Staff Meeting, 9 a.m., Rector’s office.
Ladies AA, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall.

Fri (9/5) TGIF, Men’s Bible Study, 8 a.m.  La Loma Coney Island Restaurant, 1180 Aurora Rd.

Sun (9/7) Christian Education 9:00 a.m.  Adults in the Parish Hall, Youth in the Rector’s office.
Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 10:00 a.m., also Livestreamed.

All Zoom and Livestream links are available by visiting stjohnsmlb.org > Calendar, then clicking
on the event.  Or you may email office@stjohnsmlb.org and we will send you the link.


